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Amazing
Tehran

Masoudiyeh Mansion

This complex is open
every day from

9:00am. to 5:00p.m.

S

except Mondays and
national holidays.

Q

Itis located in Behzad Alley, Seraj-al-Molk
Alley, Chirag Baraq St., Baharestan, Tehran
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iJ*
dedicated to the ancient antiques
that had been excavated from all
over the country, turning the man-
sion into the first museum of Iran.
The antique objects were trans-
ferred to the National Museum of
Iran in 1939.

Also, between 1963 and 1964,
the Masoudiyeh Mansion was used

as a military college for a short pe-
riod of time.

In 1966, with the separation of
the Ministry of Education from the
Ministry of Culture and Art, the Ma-
soudiyeh Mansion was entrusted to
the Ministry of Education and the
first Minister of Education was set-
tled in the Masoudiyeh Mansion.

Exterior of the
Masoudiyeh
Mansion
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The beauti-
Sul mansion
which was
registered

in 1998 as

a national
cultural her-
itage of Iran
is located in
the vicinity
of Negarestan
Garden, Lale-
hzar Garden,
and Briga-
dier Iravani
Garden. The
Masoudiyeh
Mansion is in
fact an Ira-
nian garden,
decorated
with elements
and features
of the Europe-
an architec-
ture.

necessary excuse to shell the par-
liament. Following the Baharestan
incident, the Masoudiyeh Mansion
along with the house of Zahir al-
Doleh and other constitutional pe-
titioners were shelled.

In addition, the many cultural
buildings of Tehran are located in-
side this mansion. The first library

and national museum of Iran were
established somewhere in the cor-
ner of this building. Around 1925,
the first official library of Iran,
which was later converted to the
national library of Iran, was built in
one of the rooms of this complex.

A few years later, another room
of the Masoudiyeh Mansion was
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In 1966, with
the separa-
tion of the
Ministry of
Education
Jfrom the
Ministry

of Culture
and Art, the
Masoudiyeh
Mansion was
entrusted to
the Ministry
of Education
and the first
Minister of
Education
was settled in
the Masoudi-
yeh Mansion.

Magnificent in the
heart of Tehran

Masoudiyeh Mansion is a magnificent Qajar-era
structure in the heart of the capital

Tehran, the beating heart of Iran and a modern city with numerous
tourist attractions, represents thousands of years of the history of art,
culture and civilization of Iran. In this issue of the Diplomat, you get
acquainted with the magnificent Masoudiyeh Mansion as a valuable

urban heritage of the Tehran City.

he Masoudiyeh Mansion is

one of the historical monu-
ments of the Qajar period which
was built upon the order of “Ma-
soud Mireza”, the ruler of Isfahan,
nicknamed Zall al-Soltan, the son
of Naser al-Din Shah. The Masoud-
iyeh Mansion has been actually
named after Masoud Mireza.

The beautiful mansion which
was registered in 1998 as a na-
tional cultural heritage of Iran is
located in the vicinity of Negar-
estan Garden, Lalehzar Garden,
and Brigadier Iravani Garden. The
Masoudiyeh Mansion is in fact an
Iranian garden, decorated with el-
ements and features of the Europe-
an architecture.

The Masoudiyeh Mansion con-
tains five structures including a
court, restaurant, yard, mansion
of Seyyed Javadi Complex, Moshir

al-Molki Complex and Sardar Com-
plex. They are full of plaster work,
tiling, calligraphy, wall paintings
and in general precious decora-
tions, spatial divisions with di-
verse functions located around
Baharestan Square which has been
witness to Iran’s most significant
developments during the country’s
contemporary history.

For example, during the Con-
stitutional Movement, due to the
closeness of the Masoudiyeh Man-
sion to Baharestan Square and the
differences of Zall al-Soltan with
his brother Mozaffar al-Din Shah
and his son, it was used as a base
for the constitutionalists and oppo-
nents of Mohammad Ali Shah.

In 1908,
was exploded under the carriage
of Mohammad Ali Shah near the
mansion, which then gave him the

a handmade bomb




Magnificent in the
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Monday, 30/1/2023

Copies of Mr. Bright Kupemba, the new ambassador of Zimbabwe and Mr. Stylianos
credentials of the
new ambassadors

Gavril, the new ambassador of Greece to the Islamic Republic of Iran
presented copies of their credentials to Dr. Hossein Amir-Abdollahian.

Newly-appointed ambassador
of Zimbabwe presents copy of
his credentials

Newly-appointed ambassador
of Greece presents copy of his
credentials

Tuesday 7/2/2023

Mr. Beraldo Roque Nicola Flaniguen, the new ambassador of the Oriental
Republic of Uruguay to the Islamic Republic of Iran presented a copy of
his credentials to Mr. Hossein Amir-Abdollahian.

Newly-appointed ambassador
of the Oriental Republic of
Uruguay presents copy of his
credentials
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Tuesday 7/2/2023

Newly-appointed ambassador
of France presents his
credentials

Newly-appointed ambassador
of Uruguay presents his
credentials




On the
Way to
Tehran

Tuesday 7/2/2023

Credentials of the New ambassadors of Zimbabwe, Greece, France and Uruguay present their

newly-appointed
ambassadors

credentials to President Raisi.

Newly-appointed ambassador
of Zimbabwe presents his
credentials
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Newly-appointed ambassador
of Greece presents his
credentials
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Newly-appointed ambassador
of Russia presents his
credentials

Newly-appointed ambassador
of Malaysia presents his
credentials

Newly-appointed ambassador
of Mali presents his credentials
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Diplomatic appointments
in Winter

New ambassadors appointed in the Islamic Republic of
Iran in the winter of 2023

In the following, you will find information on the appointment of ambassadors by other
countries to the Islamic Republic of Iran during the first quarter of 2023.

Sunday 8/1/2023

Credentials of the New ambassadors of Venezuela, Russia, Malaysia and Mali present their

o credentials to President Raisi
newly-appointed

ambassadors

Newly-appointed ambassador
of Venezuela presents his
credentials



In this section, you
will find information

on the appointment of

ambassadors by other
countries to the Islamic
Republic of Iran during
the first quarter of
2023.

7

On the way
to Tehran

‘ New ambassadors’ credentials

‘ New ambassadors’ copies of
credentials
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Friday, March 17, 2023

Norooz Diplomatic
Festival held in
Tehran

The Norooz Diplomatic Festival was held on Friday, March 17, 2023
with the presence of HE Dr. Hossein Amir-Abdollahian, the honorable
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

The ceremony was hosted in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs’s Abgineh
Cultural Complex on the eve of the spring season with the presence
of Mr. Amir-Abdollahian and his spouse as well as deputy ministers of
foreign affairs, a number of ambassadors, diplomats and their spouses
from Norooz-celebrating region and other countries.

In this ceremony, various cultural programs such as the recitation of
Shahnameh (The Book of the King), performance of traditional Iranian
sport of Zoorkhaneh, performance of local hymns and songs and other
customs related to Norooz were held to familiarize the guests with the
Iranian culture, rituals and customs related to Norooz and welcoming of
spring in the region.

On the sidelines of this ceremony, an exhibition of Iranian handicrafts
was held and visited by guests including the honorable Minister of
Foreign Affairs and ambassadors and diplomats present at the ceremony.




Monday, March 13, 2023

ECO hosts Norooz
ancient ritual

The Norooz commemoration ceremony was held in cooperation with the
Secretariat of Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) and the ECO
Cultural Institute, with the presence of the ambassadors and diplomats
mainly from the Norooz region.

The celebration of Norooz which is the common cultural heritage of
ECO member countries,was held on March13, 2023, at the headquarters
of the ECO Cultural Institute in Tehran.

In this ceremony, Mr. Muradjan Buribayev, the head of ECO Cultural
Institute, highlighted the significance of the ancient and multicultural
ritual of Norooz in strengthening solidarity at different levels of society.
He stated that the lasting tradition of Norooz is full of customs and rituals
that have continued in the hearts of societies since the beginning of the
history till now, and have become an inseparable part of the national
culture and identity of countries”.

Other participants in the ceremony who also delivered speeches on
various aspects of Norooz included Mr. Ali Reza Delkhosh, Deputy Head
of the Center of Public Diplomacy for Cultural and NGO Cooperation,
on behalf of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; Secretary General of the
ECO; honorable ambassadors of the Republic of Tajikistan and the
Republic of Kazakhstan in Tehran; Deputy Head the Islamic Culture and
Communications Organization for Cultural and Scientific Cooperation,
and also a group of Afghan intellectuals.

)ﬁ "
T
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Saturday, March 11, 2023

Iran, Pakistan
stress expansion
of bilateral energy
ties

During the ceremony to mark the National Day of the Islamic Republic
of Pakistan, the ministers of energy of Iran and Pakistan emphasized the
expansion of relations between the two countries, expressing their firm
determination to conclude new agreements and implement the previous
memoranda of understanding in various areas of mutual interest
including in power and energy sectors.

The National Day ceremony of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan was
hosted on Saturday, March 11, 2023, by Mr. Rahim Hayat Qureshi, the
honorable Ambassador of Pakistan at Esteghlal Hotel in Tehran.

At the beginning of the ceremony, Mr. Qureshi welcomed the
participants and highlighted the great potentials of Iran and Pakistan as
two immediate neighbors. He stated that “in this way, there is no limit for
the growth of cooperation between the two countries”

He considered the facilitation of border traffic between the two
countries and the annual visit of 800 Pakistani pilgrims to Iran, as signs
of strengthening relations between the two countries.

Mr. Ali Akbar Mehrabian, the Minister of Energy of the Islamic Republic
of Iran also delivered a speech in the ceremony.

He congratulated the National Day of Pakistan and pointed out the
deep and wide-ranging relations existing between Tehran and Islamabad.
He said that “Iran and Pakistan have taken practical steps to strengthen
bilateral relations, including the increase in border crossing points
between the two countries to three crossings”.

He also pointed to the growing expansion of commercial relations
between the two countries and reminded that the value of mutual trade
has increased to over 2 billion dollars in recent years.

Mr. Khorram Dastgir Khan, the Minister of Energy of Pakistan, while
referring to his visit to some power plants in Iran, said that he was
“impressed” by the up-to-date technology and hi-tec expertise of Iranian
engineers concerning the power generation cycle. Dastgir Khan hoped
that Iran and Pakistan would sign new contracts in the field of power and
energy “just like my last year’s trip to Iran”.

Mr. Mehrabian, Iran’s Minister of Energy, and Mr. Ahmad Amir-
Abadi Farahani, member of the Islamic Consultative Assembly of Iran,
were the special guests of the Embassy of Pakistan. Also, Mr. Seyed
Rasool Mousavi, the Director General of South Asia, participated in this
ceremony on behalf of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The National Day of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan is on March 23,
which coincided with the New Year Day and the Norooz holidays, and was
therefore deferred to March 11.




Monday, March 6, 2023

Diplomatic Ladies
Association hosts
tree-planting
ceremony

The Diplomatic Ladies Association of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
hosted a tree planting ceremony for the spouses of the ambassadors
residing in Tehran.

The tree planting ceremony was held in association with the Asian
Mayors Forum on March 6, 2023 in Javanmardan Park in Tehran, with
the presence of Mrs. Amir-Abdollahian, the Spouse of the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, as well as other spouses of ambassadors from other
countries such as the Republic of Armenia, Brunei Darussalam, the
Republic of Cuba, the Arab Republic of Syria, the People’s Republic of
China, Kingdom of Thailand, People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria,
Philippines and the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

Spouses of representatives from the ECO Cultural Organization,
UNDP and United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan were
also present in the ceremony which was held on the National Tree-
Planting Day.

Participants in this program, with the theme of “preserving the
earth for future generations”, planted a sapling in their own name and
contributed symbolically to improving the air quality of the capital of
Iran.
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Saturday, Feb. 4, 2023

Independence
Day of Sri Lanka
celebrated in
Tehran

Thursday, Feb. 23, 2023

Japan’s National
Day and Emperor’s
Birthday
Anniversary
celebrated in
Tehran

The 75th anniversary of the Independence Day of the Socialist Republic
of Sri Lanka was commemorated on Saturday, February 4, 2023, in the
Embassy of Sri Lanka, hosted by Mr. Gunya Malimage Vipulatija Vishwanath
Aponso, the honorable Ambassador of Sri Lanka, with the attendance of
ambassadors and diplomats from other countries.

Mr. Seyyed Rosool Moosavi, Director General of South Asia from the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, aswell as Mr. Ali Reza Yavari, the Vice- President
for International Affairs of Iran’s Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines
and Agriculture, were also present in this ceremony.

Japan’s National Day and Emperor’s Birthday anniversary were held on
Thursday, February 23, 2023, in Tehran. The ceremony was hosted by
Mr. Toshi Ikawa, the honorable Ambassador of Japan, at his residence.

In this ceremony, the Ambassador of Japan, while pointing to
the historical relations between Iran and Japan, said that “the two
countries share certain commonalities in various fields, including
music”.

Other programs of this event included some performance of Iranian-
Japanese music as well as a special Japanese women’s music led by Ms.
Meiji; an exhibition of Japanese culture such as the Kimono traditional
dress and Japanese handicrafts was also held in the Ambassador’s
residence; traditional Japanese dishes were also available for the
visitors.
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Female diplomats tour
Tehran City

Diplomats and their families visit West Tehran
attractions

Diplomats of mainly Asian countries along with their families partic-
ipated in a sightseeing and recreational program organized by the
Diplomatic Ladies Association of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in as-
sociation with the Asian Mayors Forum.

Saturday, Jan. 7, 2023

On January 7, 2023, the Diplomatic Ladies Association organized a tour
of Tehran for the female diplomats and their families residing in Teh-
ran. In this recreational tour, which was warmly welcomed by ambassadors’
spouses, diplomats from China, Kazakhstan, South Korea, Pakistan, Brunei
Darussalam and Cuba, visited different attractions of District 22 of Tehran
as the tourist hub of the capital. The National Botanical Garden of Iran and
Chitgar Lake were among the top tourist attractions of Tehran which caught
the attention of visiting diplomats.

The National Botanical Garden of Iran also known as Tehran National Bo-
tanical Garden is a special and stunning garden that is dedicated to display-
ing collections of different plants and flowers from Iran and other parts of
the world.

This garden is considered the largest botanical garden in the Middle East
and is one of the top 10 gardens in the world, which was built in the pastures
of Chitgar Park, located in the West of Tehran. Also, Chitgar Lake or “Lake
of the Martyrs of the Persian Gulf” is the largest artificial water body in Iran
which is also used for cycling, jogging and picnicking all throughout the
year.



This section provides

diplomatic news and
events organized by
foreign missions in
Tehran during the first
quarter of 2023.

Diplomatic events

‘ Tour of Tehran by female diplomats
. Women’s tree-planting ceremony
‘_ Japan National Day ceremony
‘ ECO hosts the ancient Norooz ritual
Lr

Diplomatic celebration of Norooz
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Today, the
geography of
Norooz cele-
bration and
the traces of
Norooz can be
seen in many
other coun-
tries besides
Iran as its
birthplace,
including
Turkiye, Iraq,
India, Azer-
baijan, Cau-
casus, Syria,
Georgia,
Afghanistan,
Pakistan,
Russia, Alba-
nia and other
areas. In all
these regions
that can be
named “No-
roozistan”,
Norooz rites
and rituals
are seen and
performed
equally with
abundant
commonali-
ties.

A Norooz Table

most impressive ritual actions of
this transitional period.

Finally comes the last stage of the
rituals and the day of ending the
twelve-day transitional period and
preparation for rejoining people in
society and starting social activi-
ties. The final stage of Norooz ritu-
als is realized on the thirteenth day
of it with the ceremony of “Cizdah
Bedar” with special symbolic ritu-
als which is performed outside the
houses in nature such as in the for-
est or plain or next to the river.

Sweet truth is that in all the coun-
tries of Norooz region, more or less
and with little changes and transfor-
mations, the same historical rituals
are performed. Indeed, Norooz itself
is a culture and a history, and a cele-
bration of convergence, interaction
and peace.

We know that the people of the
Republic of Azerbaijan have legends
and myths related to Norooz and the
story of Siavash, the son of Kikavus,
etc., which are similar to Iranian
myths. In Afghanistan people wash
their carpets and clean their houses
and wear new clothes.

In Turkey, people spread tables

for Norooz and jubilate and in Pa-
kistan people cook special sweets
for Norooz and open and recite holy
Quran. In India, people give and re-
ceive gifts, pray and set up Haftsin
table. In Tajikistan and Badakhshan,
people visit families and friends,
spread Dastarkhan table and play
egg game which has strong histori-
cal roots. Apparently Shah Abbas Sa-
favi was not unaware of these games
either.

In Turkmenistan, they cook Sama-
noo (wheat paste), and the people of
Kazakhstan dust clean their houses,
and in short we can say that in dif-
ferent Norooz celebrating countries
and regions, this ancient ceremony
is performed with little differences
based on their culture, roots and ge-
ography.

Thus, everything that was men-
tioned with regard to Norooz cele-
bration, is just like a puzzle whose
pieces can complete the cultural
and ritual entirety of Norooz, which
carries all the signs that it brought
from other nations and so the No-
rooz alone is an important factor for
cultural convergence, interaction,
peace and friendship.




Let’s talk about the Iranian cel-
ebrations in the Ghaznavid royal
court and the reports of Abolfazl
Beyhaqi. These reports indicate the
continuous celebration of Norooz in
the Indian subcontinent and during
the era of the Timurids of India, and

thus we will understand that accord-
ing to these sources of the era such
as Baburnama, Norooz was marked
with elaborate celebrations and ex-
quisite protocols.

Aswe moved forward, Norooz kept
up and not surrender. In the days of
the Safavid, Afsharid, Zand and Qajar
eras, Norooz celebration was always
praised and cherished throughout
the “cultural-civilizational sphere”
of it and was considered the source
of change and transformation as it
marked the beginning of the new
year.

Seyyed Javad Tabatabaee writes in
one of his articles that “Norooz cele-
bration, whose domain extends from
Turkey to Central Asia and the east-
ern borders of Mongolia, refers to
the influence of Iran’s national mu-
sic and the fact that the names of all
musical instruments are in Persian
and also presence of Iranian mysti-

cism and Persian language in more
or less all the countries of the region
and the sphere of the great cultural
Iran, which are good examples of
historical and cultural continuation
of Iran from the most ancient times
till now.

Today, the geography of Norooz
celebration and the traces of Norooz
can be seen in many other coun-
tries besides Iran as its birthplace,
including Turkiye, Iraq, India, Azer-
baijan, Caucasus, Syria, Georgia, Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, Russia, Albania
and other areas. In all these regions
that can be named “Noroozistan”,
Norooz rites and rituals are seen and
performed equally with abundant
commonalities.

Mr. Ali Bolookbashi writes in his
paper entitled “Symbolic-Ritual
Concepts of Norooz Cultural Be-
haviors” that all the people of the
regions that celebrate Norooz or the
so-called “Iranian Globe”, perform
cultural-ritual actions of Norooz in
three specific time-related stages.
These three stages are respectively:
the period of separation or breaking
up; and the period of transition; and
finally, the period of continuity or
solidarity.

He adds that “in the first stage,
people say goodbye to the old year
and welcome the new year... with
singing, playing games etc. The sec-
ond stage or period of separation is
the 12-day period in the beginning
of the new year in Farvardin, which
starts from New Year Day. In this
stage, which is the transitional pe-
riod from the old to the new year,
people stop working and activities
outside the home and spend most of
their time at home with their family
while visiting relatives and friends.
Spreading the Haftsin able, sprin-
kling water on each other, visiting
friends and relatives in their homes,
giving and receiving Noroozaneh or
“cash gift”, and playing field games
such as traditional wrestling, horse
racing, war of knights, egg game
and other games. ...are among the
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Cultural Iran
knows no
borders and
the world

has an Iran
in front of its
eyes which

is culturally
vast and rich
and seeks

the consoli-
dation and
company of
all Iranian or
non-Iranian
brothers and
sisters under
its shadow.
So, From
Konya to
Lahore, from
the Caucasus
to the Persian
Gulf, and
Jfrom Xinjiang
to Delhi can
be considered
as spheres of
cultural Iran.

which is culturally vast and rich and
seeks the consolidation and com-

pany of all Tranian or non-Iranian
brothers and sisters under its shad-
ow. So, From Konya to Lahore, from
the Caucasus to the Persian Gulf,
and from Xinjiang to Delhi can be
considered as spheres of cultural
Iran.

Norooz, after Persian language,
is the main secret of aliveness and
survival of cultural Iran. Norooz is
preceded shortly by Chaharshanbeh
Soori and spoon-banging (jumping
over the fire in the last Wednes-
day of the Iranian year and hitting
spoons against plates or bowls to re-
ceive gifts), thorn-burning, Haftsin,
Haji Firooz and his games--this old
ritual personality, who according
to Dr. Khanlari, wears the clothes
of its youth becomes young again
once a year in order to be thankful
and joyful for having lived so long
and endured the problems of the
times, bringing happiness; but it is
not commemorated only in “politi-
cal Iran” but celebrated across the
whole “cultural Iran”.

All people who live in the No-
rooz-celebrating cultural region, or

the so-called the “Iranian Globe”,
tend to celebrate Norooz.

According to Dr. Mohammad
Amin Riahi, “Norooz, which is at-
tributed to Jamshid, the mytholog-
ical King, is celebrated with similar
customs and traditions from India to
the Balkans and from Samarkand to
Bukhara and from Caucasus moun-
tains to the southern shores of the
Persian Gulf.”

The Kurds have always preserved
their good connectionswith the “Ira-
nian Globe” and Norooz culture. The
noble people of Afghanistan and Ta-
jikistan, the people of the Caucasus,
and many people of neighboring
countries and even India and other
countries used to celebrate and still
celebrate Norooz more or less with
the same ritual and ceremony as
usual in Iran.

Ifwe leave aside the history of No-
rooz and its ancient rituals before Is-
lam, which itself was born from the
culture of that time, then we can look
back to the Islamic era and trace the
cherished roots of Norooz to the first
centuries of Hijri in Iran and coun-
tries that are now independent ter-
ritories.



The great cultural Iran

Norooz, an important catalyst for cultural
interaction, peace and friendship

Norooz-celebrating countries perform the historical rituals of Norooz
more or less with little changes and transformation. Indeed, Norooz
itself is culture and history as it is a celebration of convergence and

peace.

orooz, also known as Farvardin

Festival in Persian literature, is
a great ancient celebration for the
great cultural Iran and the Iranians.
As in the Persian poetry, Norooz is
the “celebration of glorious Farvar-
din and the day for the bazaar of
flower and jonquil”.

Norooz is the same new day that
Aboo Reyhan Birooni described in
his book, Al-Tafthim: “It is the first
day of the month of Farvardin and
for this reason it is called New Day
(Norooz) because it is the beginning
of the new year”.

This historical and mythological
festival has been celebrated with its
ancient and beautiful roots through-
out the history of Iran and preserved
through generations and cherished
among Iranians just like a precious
memory and avaluable belief of cul-
ture and traditions.

A festival that is praised more
than other rituals among the twelve
festivals of Iranians, and Iranians

have been very determined to cele-
brate it throughout the history.

Undoubtedly, when we talk about
Iran, we should consider three con-
cepts. First, “political Iran”, which is
today’s Iran, with its official borders,
neither decreasing nor increas-
ing. Secondly, “geographical Iran”,
which includes the plateau of Iran
and the neighboring lands of Iran
that are connected to Iran. Thirdly,
which is the most important of all, is
the “great cultural Iran”.

For cultural Iran, there are no bor-
ders; From Xinjiang to Delhi could
fall within the space of “cultural
Iran”. In fact, the borders of “cultur-
al” Iran are much wider than those
of the “political” and “geographical”
Iran. The presence of Iranian cul-
ture and rituals attributed to it, such
as Norooz, as well as the long-stand-
ing Persian language in Iran, is a
very bright and alive culture. Cul-
tural Iran knows no borders and the
world has an Iran in front of its eyes

Malaki

Researcher
and instructor
of Iran’s
history
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The Burnt
Palace has

25 rooms and
spaces of
different sizes
and shapes.
There was

a fierce fire
incident in
the palace
about 3,800
years ago
which caused
serious
destructions
in the site
and made its
inhabitants

to abandon
the city which
was later
named “Burnt
City” after the
fire.

total area is more than 20 hectares.
Based on the concentration and
density of graves in this cemetery,
it is estimated that on average there
are 13 graves per 100 square meters.

The Italian archeological team
explored an area of 3,000 square
meters of the cemetery and dis-
covered 230 graves. The Cultural
Heritage Organization team, head-
ed by Seyed Mansoor Seyed Sajadi,
has explored 2,500 square meters
of the cemetery so far and discov-
ered 450 graves. Studies show that
this place was one of the largest
cemeteries in the beginning of
history.

There are 20,000 to 37,500
graves in the cemetery. It seems
that a cemetery with this size and
number of graves was not enough
for a period of 1,000-1,200 years of
life in the Burnt City. The objects
discovered from the graves exca-
vated by archaeologists show that
the Burnt City cemetery is a trea-
sure full of information important
and useful for the reconstruction of
the history and civilization of this
city and that of the plateau of Iran.

The works obtained from these
graves guide archaeologists in pro-

ducing scientific results in various
fields. These items are not only
materially important, but they also
provide a lot of cultural and social
information. The remains in the
graves help archaeologists under-
stand the causes and reasons of
mass deaths, age, nutrition, type
of disease, race and possible lines
of migrations. In addition, these
remains help us significantly un-
derstand the social status and rank
of the people and their jobs as well
as the common rituals and beliefs
of the people in that society and
demonstrate the existence of an ad-
vanced and organized society back
then in history.




western part of the Burnt Palace.
This part of the settlement was de-
veloped during the first half of the
third millennium BC. Archeologi-
cal surveys and aerial photographs
have revealed a large building
complex about 300 meters from
the eastern residential area. This
building has thick walls surround-
ing an area of 5,000 square meters.
The internal facilities of this build-
ing include residential rooms and
probably a central yard.
Monuments are located in the
northwestern part of the City. Initial
excavations in this section led to the
discovery of a huge building with
about 60 rooms and some useful
spaces. The rooms and courtyards
of this large building are divided
into two groups: outdoor spaces
or courtyards and indoor spaces
or rooms. Following the continued
excavations after 2001, more spac-
es and rooms of this huge building
were unearthed. So far, the external
walls of this building and its main
area have not been demarcated.

Burnt city is one of the industri-
al and commercial centers of the
ancientworld

The industrial area of the Burnt City
is located in its west aide. Due to
the division of work and its special-
ization during the third millennium
BC, this part of the city was used to
create small industrial workshops.

The Burnt City was one of the in-
dustrial and commercial centers of
the ancient world. Perhaps the most
important construction material im-
ported to this city was lapis lazuli
stone, which was imported from the
Badakhshan mountains in Afghan-
istan in lumpy and raw form; after
completing initial works and cutting
and preparing the stones for the
main work (small blocks of rectan-
gular cubes, round ones, for making
seals and other decorative objects),
these objects and materials were ex-
ported to the markets of Mesopota-
mia and the southern shores of the
Persian Gulf.

The Burnt City cemetery is one of
the largest cemeteries in the be-
ginning of history

The Burnt City cemetery was dis-
covered accidentally in 1972. This
cemetery is located in the south and
southwest of the ancient site and its
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Aview of the Burnt
City in Zabol

The rooms
and court-
yards of

this large
building are
divided into
two groups:
outdoor spac-
es or court-
yards and
indoor spaces
or TOOMS.
Following the
continued
excavations
after 2001,
more spaces
and rooms

of this huge
building were
unearthed. So
Jfar, the exter-
nal walls of
this building
and its main
area have not
been demar-
cated.

tions with diverse functions which
demonstrate the planned expan-
sion of this ancient city in the third
millennium BC. Based on archeo-
logical excavations’ findings, the
site is comprised of southern parts,
eastern residential area, central
parts, monuments area, industrial
area and a cemetery.

The Burnt Palace has 25 rooms
and spaces of different sizes and
shapes. There was a fierce fire in-
cident in the palace about 3,800
years ago which caused serious
destructions in the site and made
its inhabitants to abandon the city
which was later name “Burnt City”
after the fire.

The southern part with the large
burnt structure at its center

This building was built in the east-
ern part of the Burnt City, in the
south of the eastern residential
neighborhood of the city. From the

architectural perspective, it is cur-
rently considered the largest build-
ing in the city. Its current total area
is 560 square meters, but circum-
stances indicate that it was original-
ly about 800 square meters in area.
The Burnt Palace has 25 rooms and
spaces of different sizes and shapes.
In the eastern part of the Palace,
there is an adobe Mastaba (or tomb).
Although traces of all four periods
of settlement can be seen in this
building, most of what can be found
today and on the level of the hill are
the remains of the fourth period of
settlement in the Burnt City, i.e.
2,200 to 1,800 BC. The oldest archi-
tectural works in this part of the city
date back to about 5,200 years; but
its most important buildings belong
to 4,800 to about 4,500 years ago.
The architectural works found in
this section show the existence of
some kind of order and discipline
in the division of buildings and res-
idential units that are separated by
streets and alleys. The construction
materials used for these buildings
are clay, bricks, wood, and mat.
Each building has six to 10 rooms
with doors, entrances, stairs, floors,
roofs, stoves, and, in some cases,
animal mangers.

This part, located in the center
of the city, is separated from the
eastern residential area by a small
valley, and its area is more than 20
hectares with the addition of the
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Zohreh Shirazi

Superintendent
of the World
Heritage Site of
Burnt City
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The most
important
construction
material
imported to
this city was
lapis lazuli
stone, which
was import-
ed from the
Badakhshan
mountains in
Afghanistan
in lumpy and
raw form.

The birthpalce of
urban civilization

Shahr-e Sookhteh (The Burnt City) represents
one of the greatest civilizations in the world and
initiator of history in the southeast Iran

The Burnt City is the name of a chain of hills connected to each other
and is located 56 kilometers from the City of Zabol. Despite its sim-
plicity, it depicts the genius of the ancient Iranian architecture from

which the roots of human civilization can be discovered.

he Burnt City is one of the larg-

est historical settlements in the
southeast of Iran. This area is lo-
cated in the alluvial delta of south
Sistan-Baluchestan on a Pleisto-
cene plateau called Ramrood Riv-
er which is today covered with a
dry and rough desert. In the past,
there was a fertile plain around this
settlement which was irrigated by
the Ramrood River--one of the dry
branches of Hirmand River. This
ancient site is located in the south-
west of the City of Zabol, about 56
kilometers away from the city, next
to the Zabol-Zahedan Road. This
ancient hill is about 19 meters high
from the surrounding lands.

Exploration history
An English colonel named H. A. Yit
was the first person who report-

ed the existence of an ancient city
called Shahr-e Sookhteh (literally
translated as “The Burnt City”). He
visited the Burnt City in 1880 and
wrote about it in his book entitled
“Travelogue of Khorasan and Sis-
tan”. Several archaeological activi-
ties began on the site. Following the
victory of the Islamic Revolution in
Iran, the archaeological activities
of an Italian group were stopped,
and a group of archaeologists from
the Cultural Heritage Organization
headed by Seyed Mansour Seyed
Sajjadi resumed archaeological ex-
cavations in this site. The Burnt City
was founded around 3,200 BC and
until the termination of settlement
in this ancient city, four main peri-
ods have been identified.

This important place of the early
historical period has different sec-




lighted the literary mission of an
Iran-friendly scholar like Nezami.
The Nezami period coincided with
the non-integrity of Iran and the
presence of the Seljuks in Iran and
Azerbaijan; on the other hand, the
influence of the Abbasid caliphate on
Iranian lands forced Nezami to de-
sire a return to the ancient borders of
Iran and express the components of
national identity in a new style oth-
er than Ferdosi’s Shahnameh which
was written a long time ago.

As mentioned earlier, Ganjavi’s
tomb is located in the city of Ganja.
Nine centuries after the fall of the
Sassanid Empire, when Shah Ismail

Safavid was crowned on December
22, 1501, and established a united
and integrated rule in Iran, Ganja
was a part of the Iranian territory.
But unfortunately, after the defeat
of Iran by Russia during the Qajar
dynasty and imposition of the Go-
lestan Treaty on Iran on October 24,
1813, Ganja along with large parts
of the Iranian territory in the North
were handed over to Russia. With the
collapse of the Soviet Union, the Re-
public of Azerbaijan declared its in-
dependence on August 30, 1991; and
today the city of Ganja and Ganjavi’s
tomb are in the “political geography”
of the Republic of Azerbaijan.
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to defend and promote the Iranian
roots of Azerbaijan; In his poems, he
used “Azarbaygan” and “Azarabade-
gan”, which are ancient names for
today’s Azerbaijan, to highlight the
history and culture of this territory,
as he said in his poets:

He took refuge in Azarbaygan and
resorted to hundreds of stratagems...
Or,

The commander of Azarabadegan
was like a free man...

Such references by Nezami to the
ancient names of Azerbaijan show
the extent of his knowledge about
the history and geography of Iran,
while Azadegan is the name given to
Iranians in Ferdosi’s Shahnameh:

I am not Siavash, I am not born of
angles,

I am Iranian from the race ofAza-
degan,

I am Bijan Giv, came to the war from
Iran,

With a boar’s wound, immediately.

The status of Iran and the seven re-
gions in Ganjavi’s belief
According to the belief of the Iranian
people in ancient times, a quarter of
the inhabited parts of the earth was
divided into seven regions; Iran was
located in the middle of these seven
regions; therefore, in the eyes of the
people living in Iran, their land was
the most important part of the world.
Aboo Reyhan Birooni defined the
seven regions as follows: India, the
Arabian and Abyssinian, Egypt and
Syria, Iran, Slavs and Rome, Turks
and Gogs and China and beyond.
By placing Iran among the seven
regions, Nezami differentiated be-
tween Iran and other parts of the
world. Ganjavi's most important and
beautiful verses about Iran are used
in his “Haft Peykar”. In these verses,
he considers the whole world as a
physical body and calls Iran its heart
and gives reasons for his statement
that “surely the best part of the world

is where the best people of the world
live”.

In Ganjavi’s poetry, the Jeyhoon
River (Amoo Darya) and Alborz
Mountain enjoy high status and sig-
nificance because they are consid-
ered parts of Iran’s territorial iden-
tity, especially since many of Iran’s
historical and epic developments
were to these places. Arash Kaman-
gir, in Iranian mythology, went to
Alborz Mountain to mark the border
of Iran and Tooran; there he shot an
arrow towards Jeyhoon River. These
two places represent two symbols of
Iran’s territorial identity throughout
the history. From Ganjavi’s point of
view, Alborz Mountain, while repre-
senting strength and glory, is a place
of worship for the mythical kings of
Iran at the end of their lives, affer rul-
ing the country for a while:

Keykhosro and Keyqobad

did not become kings in their old
age, since,

they left the world to another kings
and took the road to Alborz Moun-
tain.

Jeyhoon River is a body of water that
has constituted the border of the
ancient land of Iran throughout his-
tory and formed the borders of Iran
and Tooran. Therefore, the position
of Jeyhoon, as the border of Iran,
has been very important in ancient
times. Referring to Jeyhoon River
as the border and the last point of
Iran in the narrative of the Chinese
campaign during the time of Bahram
Goor Sasanian, Nezami wrote:

An army of swords stretched to the
sky,

and reached Jeyhoon, wave after
wave.

While examining Nezami’s works,
one can understand that due to the
special conditions on those days and
the cultural mixing in the Caucasus
region, the cultural borders of Iran
faded; and this reflected and spot-
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There is no evidence in his poems to
demonstrate whether he was born in
the city of Ganja or in “Persian Irag**;
however, nearly all historians believe
that he was born in Ganja and lived
there with his father. What is abso-
lutely proven is that Nezami hailed
from the “Persian Iraq” region of
Iran, because he always praised
“Persian Iraq” in his poems and ex-
pressed his desire to visit it again.
As it was mentioned earlier, Neza-
mi lived in Ganja. Since Ganjawas lo-
cated near the borders of the Islamic
world, it was considered as a border
city, and jihadists from different
parts of the Muslim world assembled
there to defend Islam and expand
the Islamic territories. Nezami lived
during the Seljuk dynasty in Iran.
Although the Seljuks considered
themselves the defenders of the Ira-

Ganjavi’s portrait

nian language and culture, they were
of Turkish origin who controlled the
borders of Iran. Nezami’s respon-
sibility to represent the territorial
identity of Iran was more than Fer-
dosi’s, because the Arab conquerors
of Iran had maintained their control
over the Iranian territory and the
Turks were in control of most parts of
the country.

Azerbaijan and the Caucasus were
important for Nezami in two ways.
Firstly, this region was the place of
his birth and life; and secondly, be-
cause they constituted the borders of
Iran with the Asian Minor. As a result,
whenever there were migrations or
cultural aggressions, the territorial
integrity of that area would be desta-
bilized. While Azerbaijan was con-
quered by the Seljuks, Nezami--as an
orator--felt obliged and responsible

‘2.

In the past, “Per-
sian Iraq” was the
name of a region
in central Iran
which included
today’s cities of
Esfahan, Shahr-e
Rey, Arak, Qazvin,
Qom and several
other towns.
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A large painting of
Ganjavi on the wall of
the Presidential Palace
of India.

certain is that he lived and died in
the city of Ganja. He lost his par-
ents when he was very young; His
mother’s relatives raised him and
sent him to school. His mother was
a Kurdish noble and this is known
based on averse from Leili and Ma-
jnoon’s preface, when he says “If
my mother, the Kurdish lord / died
motherly in front of me, ....". Neza-
mi mentioned his name and lineage
in his verses. His name was actually
Elyas son of Yoosof son of Zaki son
of Moayyed.

Nezami’s father (Yoosof), as stated
clearly in “Leili and Majnoon”, was a
Persian speaker, as he recited:

An eloquent Persian-speaking
peasant
Who remembered the Arabs as such

Peasant here refers to an “authentic”
Iranian man who is the owner of ag-
ricultural lands, as Ferdosi says:

Ofthem, whoever was a peasant,
They were from the seed and race of
the nobles.

At the same time, the word “peasant”
is also used to refer to an “historian”,
as Ganjavi described it with the word
“eloquent”. So Nezami, who intro-
duced himself as “the eloquent Per-
sian-speaking peasant”, must be an
Iranian from an authentic family, a
historian and an orator, and owner of
agricultural lands. The role of peas-
ants in protecting the culture and
history of Iran in the Islamic erawas
significant. It seems that Nezami’s
family in Ganjawas peasantwith cul-
tural awareness and material wealth.
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Dr. Ali Nikooee

Iranologist

The Ganja City is
a historical Cau-
casian city which
is now located in
the northwest of
the Republic of
Azerbaijan. The
Ganja City was an
Iranian city until
1813 when it was
separated from
the Iranian ter-
ritory as per the
Golestan Treaty.

A heart full of love

for Iran

Nezami Ganjavi, a poet with a compassionate

heart for Iran

Nezami Ganjavi was one of the talented poets of Persian poetry who
not only enjoyed a unique method and style, but also influenced the
Persian literature as well as the works of the poets who proceeded him.

The whole world is a body and Iran

is a heart,

The orator should not be ashamed of
this claim.

IfIran is the world’s heart,

Heart shall be greater than the body.

n the present writing, the word

“Iran” is a reference to the “Irani-
an Plateau”. The Iranian plateau is
much wider than the current terri-
tory of Iran; in other words, Iran as
a country is located in the Iranian
Plateau. The inhabitants of the Ira-
nian Plateau enjoy common cultur-
al, linguistic and blood roots and
share an identity, cultural pride and
historical sufferings that cannot be
separated from each other.

Jamal al-Din Aboo Mohammad
Elyas ben Yoosof benn Zaki ben
Moayyed (535 A.H., 607 A.H.-612

A.H.) nicknamed Nezami, was a
Persian-speaking Iranian poet and
storyteller in the 6th century AH (12
AD), who initiated a unique poetry
style and was recognized as a master
of storytelling in Persian literature.
Ganjavi’s tomb is located on the
western edge of the Ganja City’. Ne-
zami Ganjavi was one of the talented
poets of Iran who not only initiated
a unique method and style, but also
influenced the Persian literature as
well as the works of the poets who
proceeded him. Nezami was among
the most knowledgeable scholars of
this time in literature, astronomy,
philosophy, Islamic sciences, juris-
prudence, theology and Arabic lan-
guage; this can be clearly inferred
from his poems.

There exists no accurate informa-
tion about his life; however, what is
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Igbal’s great
work was in
the movement
he created in
the stagnant
minds of the
people of the
Orient and
made them
understand
that they
should stop
being negli-
gent. He told
them that if
they wanted,
they could
become what
was worthy of
their dignity.
He found the
solution to
this problem
in polishing
their rusty
minds.

this concept in different ways in the
form of effective poems ranging
from couplets to sonnets and verse
combinations; and, he made his
audience to look at themselves and
take care of their own culture. From
Igbal’s total thoughts and efforts, it
can be concluded that he tried to
help the people of his land and the
Islamic societies realize their cul-
tural identity and sow the seeds of
freedom and self-confidence. He be-
lieved that the basic problem of the
Orient with the Occident was that in
the East the outlook on life had not
changed and their mentality was not
transformed based on the achieve-
ments of the modern mind.

That’s why Igbal regularly criti-
cized the Islamic societies that:

Take care ofyourself! The herds of
the world, what do you say,

ifyour look changes, the world
changes as well,

my best wishes to the leader of the
caravan and tell him,

although the road is the same, the
caravan is different.

Igbal’s great work was in the move-
ment he created in the stagnant
minds of the people of the Orient
and made them understand that they
should stop being negligent. He
told them that if they wanted, they
could become what was worthy of
their dignity. He found the solution
to this problem in polishing their
rusty minds. Therefore, Igbal devot-
ed himself to the “reconstruction of
religious thought”, spoke of divine
existentialism and founded his own
philosophy. Just like Hallaj, he de-
fined the dignity of his ideal man in
away that called out to the people of
this side of the world with amazing
courage that:

You are the wings of the cedar tree,
do not be thorn and grass

Ifyou deny “Him”, don’t deny
yourself.

Igbal’s thoughts are a crucible that
still has many wounds. The truth is
that what can be seen from the pyr-
amid of his thoughts is the visible
part that the author of this opinion,
for his part, has written 35 books,
nearly seven thousand pages, and
from this forty-year-old efforts, he
concluded that Igbal directed his
audience’s mind to the “Iranian”
culture and the patterns emerg-
ing from it in many cases. In the
book “Reconstruction of Religious
Thought in Islam”, Igbal wrote that
“Today’s world needs a thinker like
Rumi to create hope and ignite the
fire of passion and mania for life
in souls”. In Igbal’s opinion, when
someone is familiar with this cul-
ture and is placed in its atmosphere,
they also understand religion and
its teachings correctly, because “out
of Aryan and Semitic elements, a
new civilization was created”. Igbhal
believed that if Iran was not there,
Islamic culture would not have
reached perfection.

Itis on this basis that he wrote that
“Muslims were as much charmed
and jubilated by the conquest of
Iran as the Romans were by the con-
quest of Greece”. He is referring to
the fact that the culture and civili-
zation of the West has its roots in
Greece and its removal makes the
West void of any identity. Therefore,
it is not surprising if it is said that
Igbal’s message for contemporary
people is to care for this culture-- a
culture that grew countless flowers
in its garden, which are needed by
the post-industrial world today for
softening souls. We can learn from
Igbal that the more we get to know
this culture and the figures that
emerged from it,
the more we
will love the
world and hu-
manity.




Mohammad Igbal’s
tomb in Pakistan

Do not think that of Moghan is
ended,

There are thousands of non-drunk
wines in the veins of the vines.

Having an in-depth look at the works
of Persian poets, Igbal created a col-
lection in 10 thousand verses, the
content of which is the same as the
poems of the first-rate Persian po-
ets. Some of the themes and ideas
presented in his poetry can be
found even in the works of modern
Iranian poets such as Nima, Sham-
loo, Moshiri, Rahmani and Akhavan.
Igbal was a critic of the poetry of his
time, much more than the modern
and innovative poets of Iran. He
believed that by paying attention
to “lovers’ neighborhood” and “sad
hearts” and “to be humble for the
lovers” to distract the minds of the
society from the highway of life to
the path of relaxation and ease. He
considered poetry as a means for
the progress of the individual and
the society.

Therefore, we can see that in all
his poems there is a point and an
idea to learn and change, and the
more we think about them, newer
points and concepts are obtained.
He was a poet in the true sense of
a thinker and the closest poet to
Rumi throughout the history. Defi-
nitely, it can be said that other than
Hafez, no other poet can hold a can-

dle for him in presenting different
styles of the Persian poetry.

Therefore, although Igbal’s fame
has many different dimensions, he
is more famous in Iran because of
his poetry.

The central theme of 15 thousand
verses of Igbal in Persian and Urdu
is based on “selfhood” or “the very
human beings”which forms the cen-
tral core of his view on how to live,
which has become known as “phi-
losophy of selfhood”. In the defini-
tion of “selfhood”, he said that it was
avital force which could be cultivat-
ed by humans to achieve goals that
are not possible in the natural state,
that is, when this concentrated force
is not developed. Selfhood, when
reaches the desired perfection, can
be so effective in transforming the
individual and society that it sur-
prises people who lack this power.
It is clear that Igbal’s goal of putting
forward such an idea and making it
methodical in the form of a philos-
ophy was to mobilize the dispos-
sessed societies of the Islamic lands
and create self-belief in them so that
they could take an action and rely on
themselves. By creating and prop-
agating such a vision, he not only
gave an identity to his countrymen,
but also incited the Islamic coun-
tries to rely on the ideas coming
from the Orient, that is, indigenous
culture, and expressed and implied
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Igbal, by his
deep looks
into the works
of Persian
poets, left
behind 10,000
verses that
compete with
the poems

of the top
Persian poets.
Some of the
themes and
ideas in his
poetry can
even be found
in the works
of modern
Iranian poets
such as Nima,
Shamlou,
Moshiri,
Rahmani and
Akhavan.
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in the great thinkers of history. Ab-
dolgader, the famous Persian poet
of the subcontinent (1856-1927), de-
fined Igbal in this manner:

In view of believers of reality, Igbal
acted as a prophet, but a messenger
could not be named.

His Philosophical views are dis-
cussed in most universities across
the Muslim world as well as in West-
ern countries. According to the
greatest figures of the Persian liter-
ature, from Bahar, Dehkhoda, Nafi-
si, Foroozan to Minavi, Sooratgar,
Yaghmai, Zarrinkob, Safa and Moin,
his poetry is all “punchline of knowl-
edge”. Igbal’s fascination with the
Persian culture, civility, history and
language has pushed poets such as
Akhavan and Naderpoor to call Igbal
a “poet of Ferdosi’s nature”, or the
“Rumi of our age”.

Among all the people addressed
Igbal’s works, he adopts a differ-
ent view on those with “Iranian”
identity. Because Igbal looks at that
identity with a hopeful vision as a
person born from a sublime culture,
the way that Sohrevardi believed.
When this unique sage visualizes
the world of Islam, he gives Iranians
a great advantage in understanding
his thoughts and, while referring
to Iran’s long-standing culture, he
writes:

My voice as an old fire to the non-Ar-
abs (ie Persians)

the Arabs are still ignorant of my
enthusiasm.

That is why Igbal praises the ideas
arising from this glorious land and
emphasizes: “The warriors of the
Saudi sand deserts destroyed the po-
litical independence of the ancient
Persia, but they could not destroy
their freedom of thought”.

As a result, having composed five
thousand verses in Urdu language,
Igbal decided to express his hu-
man-making and inspiring thoughts

in the language of a land that he
loved, as much as he said in its de-
scription:

My mind was fascinated by its ap-
pearance,
my skin became like a palm tree.

Igbal’s surprising interest in a land
that shows signs of a long-lasting
culture in every step is due to the
deep meditation he has in all its
fields of knowledge. The more he
strolls in this garden, the more he
falls in love, to the extent that he
suggests Tehran becomes the cen-
ter of the Islamic world and obtains
the same status as Geneva in Eu-
rope:

If Tehran became Geneva for the
people of the East,

This would be a change for the evil
destiny of the days.

This famous philosopher is one of
the elites who defined Iran in the
most correct and exact manner. In
the book entitled “The Path of Wis-
dom in Iran”, which was his doctoral
thesis, Igbal mentioned and treated
Iranian scholars and thinkers with
great honor and respect, and de-
scribed them as being not only the
sources of pride for the world of Is-
lam, but also the pride of the global
culture. In his poetic works, Igbal
mentions “Jam-e-Jam” for thirty
times, and “Iran” for twenty times,
“non-Arab (Persian)” for twenty-five
times; and, on various occasions he
mentioned the Iranian mythological
and ancient kings and characterized
them with glory, authority, honor,
and greatness and cultural flourish-
ing:

Non-Arab (Persian) is a sea so wide,
Which holds a diamond-colored
gem in.

He sees this sea still raging and full
of waves, to wear down and destroy
the rocks covered with stagnant love
by its endless turbulences:



Those in-
terested in
Igbal’s works
in different
parts of the
world gradu-
ally realized
that this
genius lover
of the Per-
sian culture,
language
and litera-
ture enjoys a
personality
with different
dimensions,
each of which
alone can be
the source of
a person’s his-
torical fame.
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Igbal; as he stands

The most “Iranian” non-Iranian poet, known as
“Iran’s overseas duplicate of Ferdosi”

Igbal from Lahore reflects the character of a philosopher, poet, re-
formist, educator, socialist, founder of an independent country, law-
yer, Quran researcher, Iranologist, linguist, historian and Islamolo-
gist. The sum of these features, which can be rarely found in someone
else, has given him an individuality that his admirers consider as
“prophet-like” as in the great thinkers of history.

t dawn of the 9th of November

1877, in the dull room of a hum-
ble house which was brightened by
the flickering light of a lamp, in the
light of the call for prayers coming
from the far and near mosques, a
lady called Bibi Khatoon gave birth
to a child who was later become
known and famous as Muhammad
Igbal Lahori all across the subcon-
tinent, the Muslim world and many
other countries. Igbal became so
much eminent that his works were
praised by great critics and think-
ers of the Orient and Occident; and,
great translators and orientalists
such as Reynold Alleyne Nicholson
and Arthur John Arberry, who ren-
dered only the first-rate poems of
the Persian language, translated
his works into English not seven or
eight hundred years later but during
the time Igbal was still living. These
works, which should be considered

as the treasures of the Persian litera-
ture, have been gradually translated
into many languages of the world
and commentaries have been writ-
ten on them.

Those interested in Igbal’s works
in different parts of the world grad-
ually realized that this genius lover
of the Persian culture, language and
literature enjoys a personality with
different dimensions, each of which
alone can be the source of a per-
son’s historical fame.

Ighalwas an individual with 12 in-
dependent personalities; that is, he
was a philosopher, poet, reformist,
educator, socialist, founder of an
independent country, lawyer, Quran
researcher, Iranologist, linguist, his-
torian and Islamologist. The sum of
these features, which can be rarely
found in someone else, has given
him an individuality that his admir-
ers consider as “prophet-like” as



The copy of the Cultural Agreement
between Iran and Pakistan, signed in
Karachi, in English and Persian.

THE OUVERHMENTS OF
PARISTAN AND  LRAN

Belng conscious of the arclent spiritual,
intellectual, artistic snd religious affinities common
to them, and being desirous of strengthening and
perpetuating the bonds of cultural artistic, and
selantific jperation bet the two trd and

ipapired by o common desire to establish and foster
better ng the two y and
neighbourly natiors of Iran and Fakistan.

Eave declded to enter into a Cultural Agreemert,
and to this and have appointed as their plenipotentiariss
the followlng persons, namely,

Hamidul Bug Chowdbury
Hirister for Foreign Affalrs and Commomuenlth Relations
Representing the Goverpment of Pakistan

and
Doctor Hahmood MEHRAN
Hirister of Edusation
! ing the of Iran

who, having exsmined ssch other's credentisls ond found
them ir good ard dus fors, have, agreed as follows :

hrtigle 1.

The two will wel the shmant
of Cultural Institutes in each othar's courkry sobject
to the laws apd regulations governing the establishment
of such institutes and thae genersl policy of the

brticle 35,

The present Agresmont will be ratified in
accordance with the respective constitutional procedure
of the two Goverrments ano will come irto foree 15 days
after the exchange of the instruments of ratification,
which will take place at Tahran.

Artlcle 1.

IThis treaty will remain in force indefinitely
unless dencunced by sithar of the two Goverrments,
in which case the agresment shell be held to have
terminated six morths after one or the two Goverrments
bas notified its intention to dencunce 1t

In faith whereof, the undersigned plenipotertiaries
have sigred the present Agreement in both the English
ard the Perslan texts both versiors being considered
equally authentic except in cmse of doubt whan the
English text shall prevail.

Done at Earachi the 9th day of March in the year
one thoussnd, nine burdred and fifty-six,

for Pakistan ﬂwﬁf’,&h’; Chuwisy)

Hirister for Forel fairs
and Commorwealth M‘ga}:'.ms.

ror Iren Ley, bovedim,

Minister or mﬂm.
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The copy of the Cultural Agreement between Iran and Pakistan, signed in
Karachi, in English and Persian.
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The copy of the Cultural Agreement between Iran and Pakistan, signed in Karachi,
in English and Persian.
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The copy of the Treaty of Amity between Iran and
Pakistan, signed by Dr. Ali Akbar Siasi, Minister
of Foreign Affairs of Iran and Ghazanfarali Khan,
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of Pakistan in Tehran on 28 February 1950.
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Iran’s ambassadors to Pakistan since 1947

Mahdi Foroobar

Seyed Ali Nasr

Masoud Moazed

Javad Kowsar

Abbas Amiraslan

Hesamoddin Khosro Parviz
Mohsen Modahhet

Abdolhossein Masoud Ansari
Major General Nader Batmangelich
Major General Abdolhossein Hejazi
Ahmed Qadimi

Mousa Nouri Esfandiari

Major General Hassan Arfa

Jafar Kafaei

Hooshang Ansari

Major General Hassan Pakravan
Mohammad Hossein Mashayekh Fereydani
Manouchehr Zelli

Aliasghar Bahram Beigi
Nematollah Nasiri

Ahmad Minaei

Bijan Moshirvaziri

Mohammad Ganjidoost

Abbas Aghazamani

Mir Mahmoud Mousavi Khameneh
Ahmad Ajal Loueyan

Javad Mansouri

Sayed Ali Tahagqoqi Mehrizi
Mohammad Mahdi Akhoondzadeh Basti
Syed Serajeddin Mousavi
Mohammad Ebrahim Taherianfard
Mashallah Shakeri

Alireza Hagigian

Mahdi Honardoost

Seyyed Mohammad Ali Hosseini

Position
Counsellor and Charge
d’affaires
Ambassador
Ambassador
Charge d’affaires
Charge d’affaires
Charge d’affaires

Charge d’affaires

Ambassador

Ambassador

Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Caretaker Ambassador
Caretaker Ambassador
Caretaker Ambassador
Charge d’affaires a.d.
Charge d’affaires a.d.
Ambassador
Ambassador
Caretaker Ambassador
Ambassador

Charge d’affaires a.d.
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador
Ambassador

Ambassador

Assignment Period

1947 1949
1949 1950
1950 1951
1951 1952
1952 1952
1952 1953
1953 1954
1954 1955
1955 1956
1957 1959
1959 1961
1961 1962
1961 1962
1963 1965
1965 1966
1966 1969
1969 1972
1972 1977
1977 1978
1978 1978
1978 1979
1979 1979
1979 1981
1981 1984
1984 1989
1989 1989
1989 1993
1993 1993
1993 1998
1998 2003
2003 2006
2006 2011
2011 2015
2015 2019
2019 =
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A short documented
history of relations
between Iran and

Pakistan

Iran and Pakistan established diplomatic
relations on 18 February 1950.

fter the independence of Pa-
kistan on August 14, 1947,
Iran was the first country that rec-
ognized the establishment of the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan. The
same year on 25 October, the Em-
bassy of Iran was opened in Kara-
chi—the then capital of Pakistan.
On February 18, 1950, a treaty of
amity was signed between the two
countries. In March 1950, Moham-
mad Reza Pahlavi, the Shah of Iran,
visited Pakistan, marking the first
visit of a head of state to Pakistan
after the country’s independence.
Following the relocation of Pa-
kistan’s capital from Karachi to
Islamabad in 1959, the Iranian em-
bassy also moved to Islamabad.
With the enhancement of po-

litical relations between Iran and
Pakistan, the two sides concluded
an agreement to waive visa for the
holders of diplomatic passports in
1974.

In early months after the victory
of the Islamic Revolution in Iran,
the Iranian embassy was operating
by a charge d’affaires ad interim
until 1981 when the two countries
reached an understanding to ex-
change ambassadors. Mr. Abbas
Aghazamani, also known as Aboo
Sharif, was appointed as the first
ambassador of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran to Pakistan in December
1981. Since then, relations between
the two countries have expanded
uninterruptedly at the ambassado-
rial level.
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In the nave of
the mosque,
the most
beautiful dec-
orations and
flower works
have been
engraved on
marble. At
the top of this
nave, three
domes have
been con-
structed on
semicircular
arches. The
middle dome
is bigger and
the two side
domes are
smaller but
equal in size.

Having four tall minarets made
of red stones situated at the four
corners of the mosque is one of the
main characteristics of the mosque.
Each minaret is about 43.5 meters
long and is located on an octagonal
platform. This platform itself is six
meters above the ground level. Each
minaret has three floors and tourists
are allowed to go to the top of the
minaret.

The courtyard of the mosque is
square with a large pond in the mid-
dle. There are four types of decora-
tions used in the whole building of
the mosque: stone carving, inlay
(parchinkari), red stone carving and
filling it with raised colored stones,
and painting on white plaster.

Some rooms in the mosque are
dedicated to holy objects. These ob-
jects are attributed to Prophet Mo-
hammad (PBUH), Imam Ali (a.s.),
Lady Fatima (s.a.), Imam Hussein
(a.s.), Owais al-Qarani, and Sheikh
Abdul Qadir Gilani. According to
Tamerlane’s narration, following the
conquest of Damascus and the con-
quest of Turkiye, he obtained these
blessed objects and took them to Sa-
markand and then Zahir al-Din Ba-
bur transferred them to India. These

objects were inherited among the
family members of the statesmen,
until Fakir Syed Nur al-Din Manwar
bought them and dedicated them
to the Royal Mosque (Encyclopedia
of the Islamic World, Royal Mosque
Entry).

One of the great places locat-
ed next to the Royal Mosque is the
King’s Castle complex. This castle,
which is very old, accommodates
two large and small mosques, sever-
al palaces, an arsenal, a special and
general court and a library, among
others. It takes several days to visit
this complex. There are valuable
inscriptions in Persian language
erected in different parts of the cas-
tle.

Alamgir Mosque is a very import-
ant symbol of Mughal architecture
in the entire Indian subcontinent,
which can represent many decora-
tive arts in the whole region and is
described as a turning point in the
history of world architecture.

Tomb of Mohammad Igbal, the
great poet of Pakistab, is also situat-
ed next to the Royal Mosque. There
are several inscriptions of Igbal’s
Persian poems which are visited by
many tourists on a daily basis.



Muhammad Alamgir, King of Ghazi,
was completed with the efforts of the
youngest family members of Fadai
Khan Koke in the year 1884 AH.
Regarding the architectural fea-
tures of this historical mosque, it
is remarkable that the red color
dominates the entire facade of the
mosque; the entrance itself is a com-
plete building, which has two floors in
the form of a cube and includes the
residence of the Imam (leader) of the
congregation, a school and a library.

In the Shabestan (nave) of the
mosque, the most beautiful deco-
rations and flower works have been
carved on marble stones. Above the
Shabestan, there are three domes
placed on semicircular arches. The
middle dome is bigger and the side
domes are smaller and equal in
size. These marble domes shine like
pearls and the golden dome above
them is like a diamond. On these
domes, there is an inverted lotus
flower made of white stone.

%0

This mosque
is located in
the historical
part of the
beautiful city
of Lahore,
Pakistan, and
numerous
people from
all over the
world visit
this mosque
or participate
in its daily
prayers.
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Aview of
Alamgir
Mosque

Lahore Mosque receives numer-
ous visitors from all over the world
every day. It was turned into an an-
imal stable during the British rule.

This mosque is located in the
historical part of the beautiful city
of Lahore, Pakistan, and numerous
people from all over the world visit
this mosque or participate in its dai-
ly prayers.

Unfortunately, from 1799 to 1856,
during the occupation of Lahore by
the Sikhs and then the British forces,

the Royal Mosque was turned into a
military garrison and even a horse
stable for 57 years during which
time it suffered serious damages.

According to the inscribed text at
the entrance of the mosque, which
is written in Thuluth and Nastaliq
Persian calligraphy, this building
was completed by Fadai Khan Koke,
the ruler of Lahore and Aurangzeb’s
foster brother.

The inscription also states that
the Mosque of Abulzafar Mohiuddin
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Embodiment of
Iranian art and
architecture

in Pakistan

Alamgir Mosque, a symbol of
Mughal Empire architecture in
Lahore, Pakistan

The Alamgir Mosque also known as the “Badsha-
hi Mosque” and the “Royal Mosque” is one of the
most magnificent historical structures in Paki-
stan. The red marble stones used in the building of
the mosque stands out and make it a famous land-
mark of Lahore.

lamgir Mosque is one of the largest and most beau-

tiful mosques in the world, which was built in two
years between 1671 and 1673 AD by the order of the Mu-
ghal King Aurangzeb.

Aurangzeb was the third son of Shah Jahan and his
Iranian mother Momtazmahal. He set up his rule after
killing his two brothers and imprisoning his father in a
cell next to his mother’s tomb (Taj Mahal). As opposed
to his ancestors and brothers, he was not interested
in poetry and architecture; therefore, he named him-

self “Alamgir” which means “Conqueror of the World”.
Due to the many wars and conquests he made during —

his reign, he ordered the construction of the Alamgir ——
Mosque. : :




high value of Iran’s exports to Paki-
stan compared to imports from that
country. In 2021, Pakistan was the
seventh export destination of Iranian
products and services. Iran’s exports
to Pakistan were worth 1,261 million
dollars in value and 2,906 tons in vol-
ume. Compared to the same period
of the previous year, we see a growth
of 26 and 14 percent respectively in
terms of value and weight.

Some 2.6 percent of Iran’s total
exports is to Pakistan and the aver-
age value of exports to that country
stands at 434 dollars.

It should be noted that Pakistan
is the 20th source of import among
Iran’s neighboring countries; Iran’s
import from Pakistan is 312 million
dollars in terms of value and 340,000
tons involume. Compared to the same
period of the previous year, there is a
growth of 76 and 94 percent respec-
tively in terms of value and weight.

The share of imports from Paki-
stan in Iran’s total imports from the
neighboring countries is about 0.6
percent. The average value of imports
from Pakistan is 916 dollars.

It should be mentioned that in
terms of Iran’s highest positive trade
balances, Pakistan ranks fifth with
949 million dollars.

Among the reasons for the increase
in exports are the improvement of
political and economic relations be-
tween the two countries, establish-

ment of the legal frameworks and
regulations for the implementation
of preferential trade agreements and
stronger cooperation between the
two countries’ trade promotion orga-
nizations and other relevant execu-
tive bodies.

Among the other factors for the
expansion of Iran’s exports are the
active contribution of the Industry,
Mines and Trade Organization of Sis-
tan-Baluchistan province, Iran-Paki-
stan Joint Chamber of Commerce, the
Chamber of Commerce of Industries,
Mines and Agriculture of Zahedan as
well as global economy improvement
in the aftermath of the Covid-19 pan-
demic. The most important cooper-
ation agreements between Chambers
of Commerce and business organiza-
tions of Iran and Pakistan:

Several memoranda of understand-
ing have been signed between the
chambers of commerce as well as
trade organizations of Iran and Pa-
kistan. They include a Memorandum
of Understanding on the Barter Trade
Mechanism between the Chamber
of Commerce, Industries, Mines and
Agriculture of Zahedan and Chamber
of Commerce and Industry of Quetta,
Pakistan, in 2021 as well as a cooper-
ation agreement between Iran-Paki-
stan Joint Chamber of Commerce and
its Pakistani counterpart to establish
closer commercial and cultural rela-
tions.

90

Considering
the existing
potential be-
tween the two
countries and
if necessary
infrastructure
is provided,
especially by
establishment
of banking
relations and
signing a free
trade agree-
ment, the val-
ue of bilateral
trade rela-
tions can rise
to at least five
billion dol-
lars, which, if
realized, will
not only lead
to an increase
in the welfare
and employ-
ment of the
residents of
the border
provinces of
the two coun-
tries, but it
will also help
the devel-
opment and
security of the
region.
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commodities in various qualities and
quantities to Pakistan, from cheese
and fruit to construction materials
and petrochemical products.

In recent years, especially since
2015, trade exchanges between the
two countries have increased sig-
nificantly. This trend continues to
increase despite customs and trade
barriers as well as lack of banking
relations. During these years, the ex-
porters have managed to find proper
markets for their goods in Pakistan,
including the export of petroleum
products and petrochemical deriv-
atives, foodstuff, pistachios, dates,
types of bread, industrial and chem-
ical materials, construction material
and pharmaceuticals made of iron

and steel.

In general, except for textiles, agri-
cultural and animal husbandry prod-
ucts and leather, Pakistan imports
nearly all its requirements in other
sectors such as industry from abroad;
and therefore it provides a very suit-
able ground for the export of Iranian

items to Pakistan.

Pakistan is Iran’s complementary

market

Another reason that makes Iran’s
presence in the trade sector of Paki-
stan profitable is that Pakistan’s mar-
ket could complement Iran’s. Iran is
capable of supplying many needs and

products of Pakistan such as electric-
ity, liquefied gas, petroleum products,
petrochemicals, bitumen, chemical
fertilizers, polymer materials, dairy
products, dry fruit, household ap-
pliances, pharmaceuticals, building
materials and cement, while many
of these goods can take over a part of
Pakistan’s market. On the other hand,
Pakistan can supply products such as
meat, rice, textiles, sports and medi-
cal devices, tropical fruits, and some
agricultural items that are now im-
ported into Iran from other countries;
in this way, the two countries can in-
crease their trade exchanges.

Considering the existing poten-
tial between the two countries and if
necessary infrastructure is provided,
especially by establishment of bank-
ing relations and signing a free trade
agreement, thevalue of bilateral trade
can rise to at least five billion dollars,
which, if realized, will not only lead
to an increase in the welfare and em-
ployment of the residents of the bor-
der provinces of the two countries,
but it will also help the development
and security of the region.

The latest status of commerce and
trade balance between Iran and Pa-
kistan

Iran’s trade balance with Pakistan has
been growing with a positive trend
in the past years, which is due to the
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economies

The need to unify the path of cooperation

[n the foreign commerce of any
A country, trade with its neighbors
receives a special priority, because
the cost of trade is also reduced due
to the short geographical distance.
Apart from that, expansion of eco-
nomic relations between Iran and
its neighboring countries will have
a direct impact on the improvement
and stability of political relations with
neighboring countries and, as a re-
sult, the influence and power of po-
litical maneuvering of extra-regional
powers would diminish.

Since the beginning of the 13th ad-
ministration of the Islamic Republic
of Iran and its policy to prioritize in-
teraction with neighboring countries,
we have witnessed a significant rise
in Iran’s foreign trade even though
sanctions have caused obstacles for

international financial transactions.
Pakistan, with a population of more
than 247 million, is of special impor-

The Islamic Republic of Iran and the Islamic Republic of Pakistan,
as two neighboring Muslim countries with a population of more than
300 million people combined, must take practical steps to fully profit
from their economic capacities.

tance for Iran due to its linguistic,
cultural and religious affinities with
our country; and at the same time, it
is considered a potential market for a
large part of our country’s domestic
products.

Diversity of import products from
Pakistan is one of the reasons for this
claim; in fact, Pakistani products can
replace goods imported from other
countries; for example, cheese from
France, sauces and marmalade from
America, blue raspberry and blueber-
ry from Peru, pear from South Africa,
etc.

Likewise, Pakistan enjoys a very
high capacity to become an export
destination for Iranian goods with
lower prices and acceptable quality
compared to the commodities im-
ported from other countries.

According to the latest figures
by Iran’s Customs Administration,
Iran exports more than 119 items of




Foreign Ministers of Afghanistan’s
neighboring countries were held re-
spectively in Islamabad and Tehran.
Last year, the third meeting of Af-
ghanistan’s neighboring countries
was held in Tun Shi, China, and the
fourth meeting in the city of Samar-
kand, Uzbekistan. Also, the special
representatives of the two countries
for Afghanistan affairs exchanged
visits last year.

Iran and Pakistan are facing sim-
ilar issues and problems in Afghan-
istan, such as terrorism, drugs and
refugees. Solving these issues and
confronting common problems in
Afghanistan require continued links,
contacts and consultations between
the two countries.

Human rights

On the issue of human rights, in the
past years, Pakistan has always vot-
ed against the politically-motivated
resolutions of the United Nations
human rights bodies regarding the
situation of human rights in Iran.
Also, Pakistan opposed holding a
special meeting of the UN Human
Rights Council regarding Iran in
2022, and voted against the polit-
ically-motivated resolution to ter-
minate Iran’s membership in the
UN Commission on the Status of
Women.

Regarding Iran’s nuclear program,
Pakistan’s membership in the Board
of Governors of the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is

encouraging. Iran has always en-
joyed the support of the government
of Pakistan in matters related to the
nuclear program. In 2022, Pakistan
abstained in voting on the resolution
of the TAEA’s Board of Governors re-
garding Iran’s nuclear program.

Fighting Islamophobia and ter-
rorism

There are ongoing consultations
between Tehran and Islamabad on
countering extremism and interna-
tional terrorism and confronting Is-
lamophobia and unilateralism in the
international arena. Iran supported
Pakistan’s initiative to designate
March 15 as the International Day
against Islamophobia and approve
the relevant resolution in the United
Nations General Assembly.

Iran stands ready to strengthen
cooperation with Pakistan fight the
phenomenon of climate change,
which has had negative impacts
on both Iran and Pakistan. The two
neighboring countries suffer from
disasters such as drought, dust
storm and drying rivers and lakes.

In general, bilateral relations be-
tween the Islamic Republic of Iran
and the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
are favorable and satisfactory in vari-
ous areas. At the same time, there are
many capacities to expand and deep-
en mutual relations in different ar-
eas, which should be discovered and
operationalized with the cooperation
of both sides.

Iran and Pakistan
land border

%0

In 2021, on
border coop-
eration, two
new border
crossings of
Rimadan-Gab-
ad and Pishin-
Man were
opened.
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In the reli-
gious field,
the Islamic
Republic of
Iran hosts
hundreds of
thousands of
Pakistani pil-
grims every
year.

Military cooperation

In the military sector, there are con-
tacts between the military and se-
curity officials of the two sides. Iran
and Pakistan improving relations
in various fields such as fighting
against common military and securi-
ty threats, maintaining and strength-
ening peace, boosting border and
regional security, fighting terrorism
and organized crimes, controlling
borders and preventing drug and hu-
man trafficking, as well as managing
security challenges in joint borders.
In this context, the Chief of the Gen-
eral Staff of the Armed Forces of the
Islamic Republic of Iran recently vis-
ited Pakistan and the commanders of
the Pakistan Air Force and Pakistan
Navy paid visits to their counterparts
in Iran.

Military training

The two countries enjoy good cooper-
ation in the field of military training.
Every year, a number of students of
the armed forces of the two countries
are trained in military academies in
Iran and Pakistan. However, there
are still many untapped capacities to
improve cooperation in this field. In
this context, in 2021, with the aim of
bolstering military training between
the two countries, the Director Gen-
eral of Training of Pakistan Army
traveled to Tehran and held talks with
relevant Iranian officials from vari-
ous departments of Imam Ali Military
Academy and the Command and Staff
University of the Army of the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

Regional cooperation

At the regional level, Iran and Pa-
kistan have established good coop-
eration and consultation in settling
crises, the best example of which
is the issue of Afghanistan. The Is-
lamic Republic of Iran responded
positively to the initiative of the gov-
ernment of Pakistan to form a Coun-
cil of Foreign Ministers of Afghani-
stan’s Neighboring Countries. Thus,
the first and second meetings of



Iran and Pakistan Ministers of Foreign Affairs meet in Tehran

due to the outbreak of the Covid-19
pandemic, is on the rise again. It
stands now at two billion dollars even
though it is still far from the five-bil-
lion-dollar target agreed between the
two countries.

In 2022, the 21st meeting of the
Joint Economic Commission of Iran
and Pakistan was held in Islamabad
- after a five-year pause. On the side-
lines of this meeting, memoranda
of cooperation were signed between
the two countries in various sectors.
Also, in 2022, the first exhibition of
Iranian commodities was held in Is-
lamabad, which was a turning point
in the economic relations between
the two countries.

Regarding our borders, in 2021,
two new border crossings name-
ly Rimdan-Gabd and Pishin-Mand
were inaugurated. This is while for
73 years there was only one crossing
(Mirjaveh-Taftan) between Iran and
Pakistan. The Kohak crossing is also
going to been unveiled in the near
future.

Also in 2021, a memorandum of
understanding was signed to estab-
lish joint border markets between
Iran and Pakistan, which is a sign of
the determination of both sides to
develop bilateral economic relations

and improve the living standards
and well-being of the residents on
both sides of the borders. Creation of
border markets, while facilitating the
process of trade between two coun-
tries, can also help prevent the smug-
gling of goods and increase security
around the borders.

In 2021, a cargo train initiative was
operationalized between Pakistan,
Iran and Turkiye within the frame-
work of the ECO transport and transit
plan. This train plays an important
role in connecting the three coun-
tries to international transport and
transit corridors.

Culture and religion
In the field of culture, the Cultural
Section of the Embassy of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran is current-
ly operating in Islamabad, and the
Persian Language Research Center
is training students in Rawalpindi.
In addition, Iranian Cultural Hous-
es are active in the cities of Karachi,
Lahore, Quetta and Peshawar. In the
religious field, the Islamic Republic
of Iran hosts hundreds of thousands
of Pakistani pilgrims every year.
Several Sister City Agreements will
be signed between a number of cities
of the two countries in future.

The first
meeting of
the Ministers
of Foreign
Affairs of
Afghanistan’s
Neighboring
Countries was
held through
video-con-
ferencing in
Islamabad
while the sec-
ond meeting
was held in
person in Teh-
ran. The third
such meeting
was held in
Tushi, China,
JSollowed by
the fourth
conference in
Samarkand,
Uzbekistan.
Last year,
special repre-
sentatives on
Afghanistan
Jrom Iran
and Pakistan
exchanged
V18its.
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In the military and security fields,
common threats to Iran and Pakistan
have created similar security re-
quirements for them. In this context,
Iran and Pakistan can interact with
each other under the Shanghai Co-
operation Organization (SCO). Iran
benefited from Pakistan’s experi-
ence and support regarding Tehran’s
permanent membership in the SCO.

Currently, relations between Iran
and Pakistan are favorable in various
political, economic, cultural, military
and security sectors with an accept-
able level of cooperation.

Political relations

In the political sector, relations be-
tween Iran and Pakistan are in a sat-
isfactory state.

In September 2022, and within the
span of less than ten days, there were
two official meetings between Presi-
dent Raisi and Prime Minister Shar-
if on the sidelines of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization Summit
in Samarkand, Uzbekistan, and also
on the sidelines of the 77th United
Nations General Assembly in New
York. Both foreign ministers of the
two countries exchange regular vis-

its, and meet on the sidelines of re-
gional and international summits in
third countries as well. Also, political
consultations are ongoing between
the officials of Iran and Pakistan on
regional issues (such as Afghanistan)
and international issues (such as
counter-terrorism).

Basically, the rapid pace of region-
al and international developments
necessitates continued consultations
between high-ranking officials of
Iran and Pakistan at different levels.

Consultations and mutual support
of the two countries play a significant
role in the adoption of coordinated
stances by them in confronting and
settling regional and international
challenges through cooperation and
synergy. In this respect, in 2021, the
11th meeting of Iran-Pakistan Polit-
ical Consultations Committee was
held in Islamabad, and itwas decided
that the next committee will convene
in Tehran this year.

Parliamentary cooperation

In the field of parliamentary syner-
gy, Iran and Pakistan continue close
cooperation within the framework of
the international and regional par-
liamentary mechanisms such as the
Inter-Parliamentary Union, the Asian
Parliaments Assembly, the Assembly
of Islamic Parliaments, the ECO Par-
liamentary Assembly, as well as the
Parliaments of the Six Countries of
Pakistan, Iran, Afghanistan, Turkiye,

\Russia, China (which was formed on

the initiative of Pakistan with the aim
of\ﬁghting terrorism).

Econ\)mic Cooperation
In the economic field, bilateral trade,
which decreased in the last two years

|
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Poems by
Mohammad
Igbal in Per-
sian language
stand as a
witness to the
position of
the Persian
language in
Pakistan and
the subcon-
tinent. Even,
the national
anthem of
Pakistan isin
Persian.

Precious asset

Enduring and wide-ranging relations constitute
a precious asset for good neighborliness between

Iran and Pakistan

Close and fraternal relations between Iran and Pakistan as immediate
neighbors are no secret. Iran was the first country to recognize Paki-
stan after its independence; and after the victory of the Islamic Revo-
lution in Iran, Pakistan was the first country to recognize the Islamic

Republic of Iran.

Bilateral relations between Iran
and Pakistan began very short-
ly after Pakistan’s independence in
1947. Iran was the first country to
recognize Pakistan’s independence.

With the victory of the Islamic Rev-
olution of Iran, Pakistan was the first
country to recognize the Islamic Re-
public of Iran. Since then, relations
and cooperation between the two
countries in various political, eco-
nomic, cultural, military and security
dimensions have been growing and
consolidating.

Iran and Pakistan have a common
history, civilization and culture. The
historical background, artistic simi-
larities and affinities, common litera-
ture and customs have connected the
two countries in the field of culture.

In the field of language and liter-
ature, the Persian language and lit-
erature was widely used in the sub-
continent for many years. The poems
of the late Mohammad Igbal Lahori
in Persian language are proof of the

status of the Persian language in Pa-
kistan and the subcontinent; even
the national anthem of Pakistan is in
Persian.

As with religion, Islam binds the
nations of Iran and Pakistan as it is
the official religion of both counties;
Muslims constitute the absolute ma-
jority of population in Iran and Pa-
kistan. The two countries are active
and influential members of the Orga-
nization of Islamic Cooperation and
interact with each other within the
framework of this organization.

In the field of geography, both
countries’ location in the South Asian
region has imposed similar geopolit-
ical requirements on them.

In economy, Iran and Pakistan
are complementary to each oth-
er. In this regard, the Economic
Cooperation Organization (ECO)
has provided a suitable framework
for bilateral cooperation. The two
countries also cooperate within the
D8 Group framework.




subcontinent are among the great-
est influencers in the flourishing of
the Islamic culture and civilization.
Translating various books, including
medical books from Sanskrit into Ar-
abic, and contributions of scholars
and doctors who referred to Muslim
educational centers and treated pa-
tients are among the other important
aspects of this cross-cultural and civ-
ilizational influence.

The history of Pakistan from the
subcontinent to beyond Bengal is a
history of respectful coexistence of
Muslims with other ethnic groups
and followers of other faiths. Study-
ing the history and written and un-
written works left over from this his-
torical period is a good proof of the
outstanding role of Muslims in the
culture and civilization of this vast
land; however, the arrival of colonial-
ism to the subcontinent destroyed
this respectful coexistence and un-
dermined Islamic culture and civili-
zation in that vast area.

Colonial rule over Pakistan: the
darkest period in the history of the
people of this land

Gracious coexistence and Mus-
lim rule in significant parts of the
subcontinent ended in 1875—with
the start of the dark colonial rule
under the cover of the East India
Company in that region. Colonial-
ism destroyed the good governance
and peaceful and respectful coex-
istence of Muslims and non-Mus-
lims in the subcontinent; instead,
it spread hypocrisy and deception
and abused the ignorance of the
Muslims and ultimately dominated
the fate of the entire subcontinent
for decades. The colonial rule over
Pakistan and the Indian subconti-
nent can be considered as the dark-
est era in the history of the people
of this vast land.

The domination of colonialism in
the subcontinent was not only limited
to looting the wealth of this land; Co-
lonialists drained it of every person
with thoughts and ideas that could

cause people to awaken and get rid of
colonialism. Colonialism made many
efforts to discharge the subcontinent
of every intelligent person; but it did
not succeed in this task, and finally
stars such as Gandhi, Jinnah, Nehru,
Igbal, etc. appeared in the sky of the
subcontinent to guide their people
and save them from the dark era of
colonialism.

Muslims, Hindus and other ethnic
groups of this land united in a joint
front against colonialism and evicted
colonialists from their land; however,
since they did not agree on a unified
political system after independence,
two different political systems were
formed in these lands.

It should be mentioned that the
formation of these two different po-
litical systems was accompanied re-
grettably by war and displacement
of millions of Muslims, Hindus and
other ethnic groups due to the con-
tinuation of colonial interference; but
Pakistan was finally born on August
14, 1947 with all the bitterness of the
transitional period.

Following its independence, Pa-
kistan faced many problems and
hostilities, and this country is still
suffering in various forms from the
interventions of the heirs of colo-
nialists. But considering the will of
its leaders, the determination and
patience of its people and finally the
faith of its nation in the Almighty God
as their protector, the people of Pa-
kistan, with hearts full of faith and
compassionate faces, are overcom-
ing the current difficult situation for
a better future and happiness for the
coming generations.

In conclusion, I deem it necessary
to recall a piece of poetry by Moham-
mad Igbal to whose thoughts and
ideas Pakistan’s independence un-
doubtedly owes:

God promoted the nation that,
Gave a chance to determine their
own destiny.

He has nothing to do with that nation,
whose peasants cultivate for others.

L o

Colonialism
made many
efforts to
discharge the
subcontinent
of every intel-
ligent person,
but it did not
succeed in
this task, and
finally stars
such as Gand-
hi, Jinnah,
Nehru, Igbal,
etc. appeared
in the sky of
the subconti-
nent to guide
their people
and save
them from the
dark night of
colonialism.
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Mohenjo-da-
ro, an ancient
city in the
province

of Sindh,

405 kilome-
ters north

of Karachi,

is the most
important
monument
which proves
the historical
identity of
the land of
Pakistan with
a magnificent
civilization
dating back
to 5,000 years.
Mohenjo-daro
portrays such
a precise and
unique urban
planning and
design that
archaeolo-
gists call it
“Manhattan
of the Bronze
Age”.

entered Pakistan in 325 BC passing
through the Solomon Mountains.
Chandra Gupta, the Indian army
general and the founder of the Mau-
rya Empire, stopped the advance of
and ultimately defeated Seleucus,
Alexander’s army general, and con-
quered the land of Pakistan, Afghan-
istan and parts of Iran’s Baluchestan
and founded the great Maurya Em-
pire.

When Ashoka (273 to 232 BQ),
the grandson of Chandra Gupta, be-
came the next Maurya Empire, he
converted to Buddhism and invited
the vast land under his dominion
from Bengal and the entire subcon-
tinent to Pakistan and Afghanistan
to Buddhism. In his youth, Ashoka
had aviolent temper and was known
as the “predatory Ashoka”; however,
after converting to Buddhism, his
spirit and character changed and he
called himself “the just and fair”. He
ordered to free the prisoners; he re-
stricted the slaughter of animals and
built hospitals for people and even
animals.

He respected all religions and
beliefs of the people and ordered
medicinal plants and fruits to be
cultivated throughout his land; he

constructed many water wells for
the farmers. The existing works in
Afghanistan from the Buddhist civi-
lization are attributed to this era.

The people of Pakistan were in-
troduced to the teachings of Islam
through the Arab merchants who
entered the Indian subcontinent
through the coasts of Makran. Al-
though various commanders and
warriors entered the land of Paki-
stan and the Indian subcontinent
through Jihad, by carefully study-
ing the history of this land, one can
understand the difference between
looting the treasures of temples and
the inner tendency of the people to-
wards justice and peace.

Islam and Pakistan; Muslim sci-
entists from the Indian subcon-
tinent, great influencers of the
Islamic civilization
The strong cultural connection that
existed between Iran and the Indian
subcontinentwas another important
factor in the promotion and expan-
sion of Islam in Pakistan, so that at
the end of the first Hijri century, In-
duswas considered the easternmost
region under Muslim rule.

Muslim scientists from the Indian
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A graceful neighbor
as charming as

Pakistan

Pakistan, a grace of God with charming beauties
in the neighborhood of Iran

They say Pakistan is a grace of God and for us it is definitely a grace to

neighbor this country. Pakistan is a land of unseen beauty located in

our immediate neighborhood.

Pakistan is a generous, charming
and amiable neighbor for Iran.
They say that Pakistan is a grace of
God and for us it is definitely a grace
to neighbor this country. Pakistan is
a land of unseen beauty located in
our immediate neighborhood.
From the stretch of the towering
Himalayan and Karakoram moun-
tains in the north to the fertile plains
of the Indus in the south, and from
the dense forests of the Hindu Kush
to the blue ocean coast in Baloch-
istan province, Pakistan enjoys a
special nature and beauty and is
known as a country of seven colors.
The history of Pakistan is amazing
as its geography. It dates back to the
era before the birth of Jesus Christ.
Pakistan’s independence was de-
clared in 1947. This is another beau-

ty of Pakistan that in its 75th birth
anniversary, it invites tourists from
different parts of the world to visit
the thousands-year-old ancient city
of “Mohenjo-daro”.

Mohenjo-daro, in the province of
Sindh, 405 kilometers north of Ka-
rachi, is the most important mon-
ument which proves the historical
identity of the land of Pakistan with
a magnificent civilization dating
back to 5,000 years. Mohenjo-daro
portrays such a precise and unique
urban planning and design that ar-
chaeologists call it “Manhattan of
the Bronze Age”.

History testifies that any territo-
ry with a glorious civilization must
have been a place of passage, con-
quest and stopover for famous world
conquerors such as Alexander who
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March 2023

4 March, 2023

®

Director General of the International
Atomic Energy Agency’s meeting with
Dr. Amir-Abdollahian

6 March, 2023

06

President Raisi’s telephone
conversation with the President of the
Russian Federation

Secretary General of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization’s meeting
with Dr. Amir-Abdollahian

7 March, 2023

®

Secretary General of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization’s meeting
with President Raisi

8 March, 2023

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s meeting with
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Turkiye

President Raisi’s telephone
conversation with the Prime Minister
of the Republic of Iraq

<®
[ el il |
-w

9 March, 2023

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s meeting with
the President and Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the Syrian Arab Republic, as
well as a telephone conversation with
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Kingdom of Belgium

0s

10 March, 2023

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
conversation with the Foreign Minister
of the Sultanate of Oman and the
Foreign Minister of the Republic of Iraq

|l |

11 March, 2023

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s meeting with
the Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs
of the Republic of Uzbekistan

L

12 March, 2023

® 6 66 6O 60

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s meeting with
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Belarus

13 March, 2023

00

Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs of
the Republic of Uzbekistan’s meeting
with President Raisi

President of Belarus’s meeting with
President Raisi

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
conversation with the Minister

of Foreign Affairs of the Russian
Federation

~ S
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Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
conversation with the Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Sultanate of Oman

16 Feb, 2023

17 Feb, 2023

e

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s meeting with
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
People’s Republic of China

@
¢ @

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
conversation with the European Union
Foreign Policy Chief

‘ 20 Feb, 2023

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s meeting with the
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Russian Federation

@6

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s meeting with
the President, Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Iraq

‘ 22 Feb, 2023

@

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s meeting with
the Speaker of the Parliament and
officials from the Republic of Iraq

23 Feb, 2023

O O

@

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s meeting with
the Secretary General of the United
Nations and foreign ministers of the
Republic of Finland, the Kingdom of
Belgium, the Republic of Armenia and
the Republic of Tunisia

o=
»+

27 Feb, 2023

@

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s meeting with
foreign ministers of the Republic of
Indonesia and the Kingdom of Norway

28 Feb, 2023

(G
D
b
©

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s meeting with the
High Commissioner for Human Rights
and the Deputy Humanitarian Secretary
General of the United Nations

March 2023

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s meeting

o with the President of the General ' P N
1 March, 2023 Assembly andforeign ministers of the ‘* ' '
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and :

the Republic of Senegal

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
e conversation with the Minister of
2 March, 2023 e Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of

Spain

)




February 2023

the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Islamic Republic of Mauritania

®

o Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s meeting with
1Feb, 2023

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s meeting with
the President, Minister of Foreign =N
Affairs and Speaker of the House of a )
Representatives of the Republic of -
Nicaragua

2 Feb, 2023

o

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s meeting with P
the President, Minister of Oil and

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the '
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela

4 Feb, 2023

@

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s meeting with
the President, Vice President and
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the

Republic of Cuba

5 Feb, 2023

@

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
conversation with the Foreign
Minister of the Syrian Arab Republic
and the Foreign Minister of the .

7 Feb, 2023 Republic of Turkiye Xk

e

President Raisi’s telephone
conversation with the Presidents of
Turkiye and Syria

8 Feb, 2023

of the Republic of Guinea with Dr.

Meeting of the Minister of Culture ‘ ' '
Amir-Abdollahian

@

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
conversation with the head of the
International Committee of the Red
Cross

9 Feb, 2023

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
conversation with the Secretary
General of the United Nations

10 Feb, 2023

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone

® 6 6

DIPLOMAT . . .
Journal of the 11 Feb. 2023 conversation with the Minister of ﬁ
Ministry of ’ Foreign Affairs of the Republic of wr
Foreign Affairs Iraq
of the Islamic
Republic of Iran

oy President Raisi’s meeting with the

14 Feb, 2023 @ President of the People’s Republic of

China




January 2023

24 Jan, 2023

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s meeting
with the foreign ministers of

the Republic of Tajikistan, the VN
Islamic Republic of Pakistan, | | )
the Republic of Azerbaijan, the -
Secretary General of the Hasht S N mn
Day, the Secretary General of - (@)\ s’;ﬁ-&

SICA and the President and
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Uzbekistan

25 Jan, 2023

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
conversation with the Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
France

A
-

26 Jan, 2023

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
conversation with the Minister

of Foreign Affairs of the United
Republic of Tanzania

27 Jan, 2023

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
conversation with the Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of

Azerbaijan

28 Jan, 2023

President Raisi’s telephone
conversation with the President of

the Republic of Azerbaijan

30 Jan, 2023

0

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s meeting

with the Minister of Foreign

Affairs of the Government of . ,, )
Qatar, as well as a telephone ' ’ ' ’ (
conversation with the Ministers \
of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom 7 7

of Belgium and the Republic of
Ireland

31 Jan, 2023

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone

conversation with the leaders of \
Palestinian Islamic resistance
groups
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January 2023

14 Jan, 2023

(¢

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s meeting with
the Prime Minister of the Republic of
Lebanon, the President of the Syrian
Arab Republic and the Secretary
General of the Palestinian Islamic
Jihad Movement

o
0

*)

15 Jan, 2023

(@)

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s meeting with
the Minister of Foreign Affairs the
Syrian Arab Republic as well as the
Palestinian resistance groups present
in Damascus

16 Jan, 2023

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
conversation with the Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of
Belgium

17 Jan, 2023

@ o

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s meeting with
the President and Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the Republic of Turkiye

18 Jan, 2023

(@)

Meeting of the head of the International
Relations Committee of the Duma of
the Russian Federation with Dr. Amir-
Abdollahian

19 Jan, 2023

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
conversation with the Minister of

Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic
of China and the EU Foreign Policy Chief

20 Jan, 2023

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
conversation with the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the Kingdom of Sweden

21 Jan, 2023

® o o

Meeting of the senior adviser of the
President of the Syrian Arab Republic
with Dr. Amir-Abdollahian

23 Jan, 2023

(¢

Meeting of the Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Bolivarian
Republic of Venezuela and the
Minister of Youth of the Republic of
Nicaragua with Dr. Amir-Abdollahian




January 2023

5Jan, 2023

@

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
conversation with the Foreign
Minister of Pakistan, the Foreign
Minister of Kuwait and the Secretary
General of the OIC

7 Jan, 2023

@

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
conversation with the Foreign
Minister of the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela and the Foreign Minister
the People’s Democratic Republic of
Algeria

9 Jan, 2023

@

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
conversation with the Foreign Minister
of the Republic of Turkmenistan and
the Foreign Minister of the Syrian
Arab Republic

10 Jan, 2023

@

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s meeting with
the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
of the Syrian Arab Republic

11 Jan, 2023

President Raisi’s telephone
conversation with the President of the
Russian Federation

12 Jan, 2023

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
conversation with Amir Khan Motaghi,
Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Afghanistan’s Interim Ruling Board

13 Jan, 2023

@ 6 6

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s meeting
with the Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Speaker of the Parliament and
Secretary General of Hezbollah of
Lebanon

*)
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“Winter” diplomacy

Iran’s high-level diplomacy at a glance

| Chronology of the foreign relations of the Islamic Republic of Iran during Winter of 2023

December 2022

22 Dec, 2022

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
conversation with foreign ministers
of Luxembourg, the Kingdom of
Oman, the Kingdom of Spain and the
Kingdom of the Netherlands

23 Dec, 2022

® 6

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s meeting with
the European Union Foreign Policy
Chief

26 Dec, 2022

@

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s meeting with the
Parliamentary Friendship Group of the
Duma of the Russian Federation and the
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Government of Qatar

28 Dec, 2022

®

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s meeting with His
Majesty the Sultan, the Minister of Foreign
Affairs and the Minister of the Royal
Office of the Sultanate of Oman, aswell as
meeting with the chief negotiator of the
National Salvation Government of Yemen

A

( ‘

31 Dec, 2022

e

Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
conversation with Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan
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Minister Amir-
Abdollahian delivers
a speech in the
Conference on
Disarmament

%0

Despite an
intensive visit
and a tight
schedule in
Geneva, Min-
ister Amir-Ab-
dollahian
held bilateral
meetings with
the foreign
ministers

of Finland,
Belgium, Nor-
way, Arme-
nia, Indone-
sia, Venezuela
and Senegal.

Bilateral meetings with partici-
pating foreign ministers

The Geneva visit provided an oppor-
tunity for the Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran
to also meet and discuss issues of
mutual interest with other visiting
officials and foreign ministers of
various countries and international
organizations.

Despite the fact that Mr. Amir-Ab-
dollahian’s visit to Geneva was very
short and intensive, he was able to
meet with the foreign ministers of
some European countries, includ-
ing Finland, Belgium, Norway, and
Armenia; furthermore, he visited
some non-European foreign minis-

ters, including from Indonesia, Ven-
ezuela and Senegal.

During this trip, Iran’s foreign
minister also met the Secretary-Gen-
eral of the United Nations, the High
Commissioner for Human Rights,
the heads of international humani-
tarian organizations based in Gene-
va, the Deputy Secretary-General of
the United Nations for Humanitar-
ian Affairs and the President of the
United Nations General Assembly.

Due to the time constraints, it was
not possible to meet with some other
foreign officials at Geneva who were
interested in meeting with Minister
Amir-Abdollahian.

A review of the different dimen-
sions of the visit of the Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran to Geneva illustrates
that the goals and objectives of this
trip have been achieved at the high-
est level.



ticipated in the annual meeting of
the Conference on Disarmament
and delivered a speech. The impor-
tance of participating in this annual
conference was due to the fact that
under the shadow of the current
developments in the world, a new
round of arms race has been started
and is ongoing.

During his statement at disar-
mament summit, Iran’s Foreign
Minister pointed out to the exist-
ing double standards in the field of
arms control and stated that “some
nuclear countries consider the NPT
as being mandatory only for non-nu-

clear countries and thus consider
themselves immune from its imple-
mentation.”

He stressed Tehran’s policy regard-
ing nuclear weapons-free zone and
considered it beneficial for establish-
ing peace and security in the region.
He also pointed out that “the Zionist
regime has prevented the realization
of this issue for many years.”

Meanwhile, Iran’s foreign minis-
ter touched upon the issue of Iran’s
cooperation with the International
Atomic Energy Agency as well as
the ongoing sanctions relief nego-
tiations.

Iran’s Minis-
ter of Foreign
Affairs, in

his speech,
lambasted the
Western dou-
ble standards
on human
rights. Refer-
ring to the US
interventions
and mili-

tary attacks
against other
countries, he
criticized the
inaction of
the interna-
tional bodies
and Western
countries re-
garding “the
systematic
violation” of
human rights
in Palestine.
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Minister
Amir-
Abdollahian
attends

UN human
rights
council
meeting

Western countries regarding human
rights issue. He pointed to the US
interference and military interven-
tions in various countries and cas-
tigated the inaction of international
organizations and Western coun-
tries regarding the systematic vio-
lation of human rights in Palestine.
Mr. Amir-Abdollahian emphasized
that “as long as Palestine remains
under occupation and Israeli crimes
continue, it is hardly possible to give
credibility to the UN human rights
mechanisms.”

Another issue that attracted the
attention of the media during the

ANTIGUA.
ET-BARELDA

speech of the foreign minister of
Iran, was the use of the phrase he
coined in the meeting: “Terror-
ism-Laundering”. Iran’s foreign
minister accused some European
countries of terrorism-laundering in
connection with last year’s riots in
Iran--an issue that was discussed in
detail in some of the bilateral meet-
ings of Mr. Amir-Abdollahian with
his European counterparts.

Statement at the Annual Meeting of

the Conference on Disarmament
On the second day of his stay in

Geneva, Mr. Amir-Abdollahian par-



1cil

Strategic presence of
foreign minister in

Geneva

Reflection of Iran’s voice in the European
headquarters of the United Nations

The Geneva visit provided an opportunity for the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran to participate in the meeting of
the of United Nations Human Rights Council as well as the Conference
on Disarmament and meet and discuss with other officials and foreign
ministers of various countries and international organizations.

Dr. Hossein Amir-Abdollahian,
the honorable Minister of For-
eign Affairs of Iran made a trip to
Geneva in February 2023. It marked
an important event firstly due to his
statement in the UN Human Rights
Council and secondly for his partic-
ipation in the annual Conference on
Disarmament; and thirdly because
of his meetings with high-ranking
officials from different countries
and organizations.

Addressing the UN Human Rights
Council

On Monday, February 27, 2023,
Dr. Amir-Abdollahian attended the

high-level segment of the 52nd
meeting of the United Nations Hu-
man Rights Council.

On the eve of the Minister’s visit
to Geneva, the opposite front tried
to undermine the participation of
the Iranian delegation in this meet-
ing. But what happened in practice
was the frank and eloquent state-
ment presented by Foreign Minister
Amir-Abdollahian and the fact that
none of the members of the official
participating delegations left the
meeting hall during his statement.

In his speech, the Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Iran criticized
the double-standard approach of

Abbas Aslani

Senior
Foreign Policy
Correspondent
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Upon returning to Tehran, Presi-
dent Raisi pointed out that the visit
to China was important for Iran to
play a more effective role in global
economic and commercial issues.
He said that China, as one of the
largest economies in the world,
plays an important role in improv-
ing commerce in Asia and the inter-
national arena.

President Raisi noted that very
useful agreements were conclud-
ed with China in various fields. “Of
course, following-up and imple-
menting these agreements by the
government and business people
will bring many benefits for the
country.”

A shortvisit with big agreements

It should be noted that several
agreements were signed by the
parties during the three-day visit of
the Iranian President to China, in-
cluding an agreement for China’s
investment in the construction of

an airport, the establishment of a
joint industrial town, the comple-
tion of the East-West rail corridor,
and signing of a 3.5-billion-dollar
trade contract between Iran and
China, China’s participation in the
mass-construction of houses, Chi-
na’s investment in the southeastern
coast of Iran (Mokran), export of
dairy products and apples to Chi-
na, agreements with the total value
of 12 billion dollars in the field of
transportation and car manufactur-
ing, as well as joint production of
airplanes.

In a meet-
ing with the
President of
the National
Congress of
the People’s
Republic of
China, Pres-
ident Raisi
called Iran
and China
the “friends
of difficult
days” and
appreciat-
ed China’s
congress for
constructive
efforts in
advancing

strategic rela-
tions between

Iran and
China.
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Meeting
between
the high-
ranking
delegations
of Iran and
China

ship in Shanghai Cooperation Orga-
nization and Eurasia because Iran’s
priority is to strengthen and expand
links with its neighboring and Asian
countries, and we believe that by co-
operating and exchanging capacity
and experience with neighboring
countries, we can shape the future
in the name of Asia”.

He further said that the 25-year
comprehensive cooperation agree-
ment between Iran and China in-
cludes strategic cooperation be-
tween the two countries in various
trade and economic sectors; howev-
er, researchers and thinkers can ex-
pand this cooperation to other fields
as well through effective and useful
cooperation.

A relationship as old as two great
civilizations / President Raisi’s in-
terview with China’s CCTV

Another part of President Raisi’s vis-
it was interviews he gave to the me-
dia. During this trip, President Raisi

was interviwed by the prime time
Chinese TV news program “Xinwen
Lianbo”. He said that China is one of
the most important business part-
ners of Iran and such strategic view
has today led to a comprehensive
cooperation program between Teh-
ran and Beijing.

President Raisi added that Iran
supports China’s Belt and Road Ini-
tiative. This plan serves the benefits
of the countries along the route of
this project.

In response to a question by the
host of the program who said Amer-
icans claim that the US sanctions
target the government and not peo-
ple of Iran, the President said “they
are actually seeking to take revenge
on the Iranian people because of 44
years of their resistance”.

In the last program of his visit,
President Raisi visited the historic
“Dong Si” mosque in Beijing and
congregated prayers with a number
of Chinese Muslims.



welcomes China’s initiatives in var-
ious sectors including the Belt and
Road Initiative as well as its efforts
to improve global security and de-
velopment, and stands ready to play
an active role in in the enhancement
of peace, stability and development
relying on its unique geopolitical
location.

President Raisi said a new order is
emerging in the world in which real
multilateralism, maximum synergy
and convergence and avoidance of
unilateralism are required in order
to realize a fair and just system.

Referring to Iran’s readiness to
expand educational cooperation
with the Chinese side, President Rai-
si said that University of Beijing’s ef-
forts to teach Persian language pro-
vides a connecting bridge for better
dialogue between our two nations.

In the second day of Iran’s Pres-
ident visit, an honorary doctorate
was awarded to Dr. Raisi by the Uni-
versity of Beijing.

Sanctions and military dominance
are two sides of the same coin

As part of his visit to China, Presi-
dent Raisi had a meeting with top
Chinese intellectuals and scholars,

and lambasted the US unilateralism,
he condemned the unilateralism
adopted by the US and its allies to
dominate other countries and said
that history has it that Americans,
under the pretext of expanding their
territories, send forces to different
parts of the world, and today they
want to bully and dominate inde-
pendent countries with the instru-
ment of sanctions, while sanctions
and military domination are two
sides of the same coin.

He continued that if a nation de-
cides to act independently, Amer-
icans will subjugate it with the
weapon of sanctions. “The US is no-
torious for its attitudes of arrogance,
dominance and self-importance and
megalomania. Such attitudes must
disappear.”

Asia can shape the future of the
world

In this meeting, Dr. Raisi empha-
sized that Asia is forming the pivot
of the current Iranian government,
adding that Iran has many capacities
and capabilities which could be uti-
lized for and benefit all Asia if they
are exchanged properly with Asian
nations. “We also welcome member-

%0

Chinese
President

Xi Jinping
stated that
China firmly
believes in
expanding

its bilateral
relations with
the Islamic
Republic of
Iran while

the govern-
ment of China
stands ready
to support
companies
interested in
investing in
Iran.

DIPLOMAT
Winter 2023
NO. 3




the
Microscope

DIPLOMAT
Journal of the
Ministry of
Foreign Affairs
of the Islamic
Republic of Iran

Iran supports
China’s Belt
and Road ini-
tiative. This
plan serves
the benefits of
the countries
along the
route of this
project.

| China’s President Xi officially receives President Raisi

to expand bilateral ties. He reiter-
ated the necessity of implementing
agreements between Iran and Chi-
na.

Iran and China, friends of difficult
days/Appreciating the National
Congress of the People’s Repub-
lic of China for its constructive
efforts in advancing Iran-China
strategic relations

In a meeting with the President of the
National Congress of the People’s
Republic of China, President Raisi
called Iran and China the “friends

of difficult days” and appreciated
China’s congress for constructive
efforts in advancing strategic rela-
tions between Iran and China.

Durable Asian convergence/Iran
and China stand ready to imple-
ment comprehensive strategic
partnership

After meeting China’s president and
prime minister, President Raisi visit-
ed Beijing University and conferred
with its professors and students. In
this meeting, President Raisi said

that the Islamic Republic of Iran
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“Iran’s pri-
ority is to
strengthen
and expand
links with its
neighboring
and Asian
countries,
and we be-
lieve that by
cooperating
and exchang-
ing capacity
and expe-
rience with
neighboring
countries, we
can shape the
Sfuture in the
name of Asia”.

Supplementary
in economy;
allied in politics

Tehran-Beijing cooperation expands after
signing 20 MoUs especially in trade and

economic sectors

President Raisi’svisit to Chinawas in line with the “balanced, dynamic

and intelligent” foreign policy of the Iranian governmentwith priority
to neighboring countries and pivot to Asia.

n February 14, 2023 President

Raisi visited China at the offi-
cial invitation of the Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping who welcomed him
warmly in Beijing. This was the first
visit to China in two decades under-
taken at the highest level by an Ira-
nian president. Both parties signed
20 memoranda of understanding on
the first day of the visit.

China firmly believes in expand-
ing its bilateral relations with Iran
Upon arriving in Beijing, President
Raisi met his Chinese counterpart
and discussed a wide-ranging bi-
lateral, regional and international
issues.

President Raisi, while referring
to the comprehensive cooperation

agreement between Iran and China,
stated that this agreement aims to
consolidate stability in the region.
At the same time, President Raisi de-
clared the Islamic Republic of Iran’s
preparedness to contribute to the
Belt and Road Initiative.

Chinese President Xi Jinping stat-
ed that China firmly believes in ex-
panding bilateral relations with the
Islamic Republic of Iran while the
government of China stands ready
to support companies interested in
investing in Iran.

President Raisi also met the Chi-
nese Prime Minister and empha-
sized that the comprehensive co-
operation agreement between the
Islamic Republic of Iran and China
is a symbol of mutual determination
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Thus the Min-
istry of For-
eign Affairs
of the Islamic
Republic of
Iran makes
necessary
coordination
with the rele-
vant tourism
organizations
to facili-

tate tourist
attraction
and foreign
investment

in tourism
industry

and promote
connection
between the
Ministry of
Cultural Heri-
tage, Tourism
and Handi-
crafts and its
counterparts
in other coun-
tries.

the policy of exporting engineer-
ing and technical services with an
emphasis on knowledge-oriented
capabilities as one of the economic
privileges of our country in inter-
national arena to expand economic
relations with neighboring and re-
gional countries.

The establishment of regional
centers of knowledge-based com-
panies across the world has been
put on the agenda. Such regional
centers have been already opened
with the collaboration of the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs in Istanbul,
Kenya, Erbil, Sulaymaniyah, Uz-
bekistan and Venezuela.

Following repeated emphasis of
the high-ranking officials of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran on the role
of private sector in promoting eco-
nomic diplomacy, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs has facilitated for-
eign commercial transactions and
trade for private companies and
commercial chambers with their
counterparts.

In this regard, we can refer to
regular meetings of the Taskforce
for Coordinating Economic Re-
lations in the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs with the presence of the
representatives from other min-
istries and economic institutes of
the country in order to make nec-
essary coordination in economic
policy planning and implementa-
tion; also, a joint committee has
been formed with the cooperation
of the Ministry of Industry, Mine
and Trade and Chamber of Com-
merce, Industry, Mine and Ag-
riculture of Iran to support and
highlight the role and position of
private sector in the joint commis-
sions for economic cooperation.

In line with mitigating the im-
pact of illegal US sanctions, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Islamic Republic of Iran provides
extra support for Iranian nationals
affected by the US sanctions, and
helps reduce the damage of sanc-
tions and design a legal framework

for measures against international
illegal behavior as the main axes of
the Anti-US Sanctions Bill of Maj-
lis.

The Islamic Republic of Iran,
thanks to its historical, cultur-
al and natural attractions, enjoys
great potentialities to generate
income from tourism in the his-
torical, health, religion, sports and
ecotourismfields.

Thus the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Islamic Republic
of Iran makes necessary coordi-
nation with the relevant tourism
organizations to facilitate tourist
attraction and foreign investment
in tourism industry and promote
connection between the Ministry
of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts and its counterparts in
other countries.

Some of the measures taken by
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for
the development and promotion of
economic diplomacy are as follows:

* Exchanging trade and business
delegations;

* Holding specialized and techni-
cal webinars between domestic
organizations and their foreign
counterparts;

° Holding international exhibi-
tions and B2B meetings;

» Holding joint economic commis-
sions;

* Empowering economic sections
of Iran’s embassies and consul-
ates across the world;

* Holding negotiations with offi-
cials of different countries for
using national currencies and
special mechanisms such as
barter to boost bilateral trade
exchanges;

° Providing further facilities for
attracting religious and health
tourists and investors;

* Encouraging the Ministry of In-
dustry, Mine and Trade to sign
bilateral preferential trade agree-
ments with the different coun-
tries.



rochemical products worth 16 bil-
lion dollars, are very significant.

This year, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs has formulated plans in co-
operation with the Ministry of Pe-
troleum of the Islamic Republic of
Iran to further boost the export of
oil and petrochemical products and
pave the grounds for the oversees
production of oil and petrochemi-
cal products in order to gain more
value-added benefits and cut the
sale of raw petroleum.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the Islamic Republic of Iran con-
tinues to join regional and trans-re-
gional economic and political or-
ganizations and unions with the
aim to neutralize the oppressive
sanctions of the United States and
consolidate its economic and trade
relations in 2023.

In this framework, the signing of
the Preferential Trade Agreement
between Iran and the Eurasian
Economic Union (EEU) is an im-
portant development in the field of
foreign policy which will help boost
Iran’s trade with the EEU countries
by 10 billion dollars after the immi-
nent finalization of the Free Trade
Agreement and Iran’s entry to the
500-million-strong market of Eur-
asia.

The signing of the memorandum
of cooperation between Iran and
Russia to link their financial mes-
saging systems to facilitate money

transfer and transactions is an-
other economic diplomacy
achievement of the Min-

istry of Foreign Affairs which will
soon establish a financial and bank-
ing exchange system with the 13
member countries of the Eurasian
Economic Union with a capacity of
more than 100 banks. On the basis
of this memorandum, the reliance
of signatories on the US dollar will
drop sharply.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
accomplished another outstanding
achievement last year in becom-
ing a full member of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization with a
view towards strengthening the
policy of “pivot to the East” and
bringing many long-term benefits
for our country in economic sec-
tors.

Considering the geopolitical and
geostrategic position of Iran as
the connecting point of the North-
South and East-West corridors, and
the importance of the Silk Road
and its relation with the country’s
economic future, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs has been trying to
stabilize Iran’s position as an im-
portant and central player en route
the energy and transportation cor-
ridors, by:

 Following up the operation of
the North-South Corridor and
promotion of the transport and
transit position of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in the region;

* Increasing Iran’s rail, road and
air transportation corridor ca-
pacity;

» Expanding and completing the
country’s key transit infrastruc-
ture and facilities including the
logistic centers, ports and port
facilities, road and rail border
terminals, railways and transit
fleet;

* Boosting benefits for the rele-
vant regional countries involved.

Benefiting from the high ca-
pacities of Iranian companies and
skillful human resources, the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs pursues
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Following
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high-ranking
officials of the
Islamic Re-
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The transfor-
mational and
strategic view
of President
Raisi con-
cerning the
necessity of
improving
relations with
neighboring
countries

as the first
priority, and
developing
relations with
the Middle
East and wid-
er Asian and
African and
Latin Ameri-
can countries,
emphasize the
importance
of this issue
for the high
authorities of
the establish-
ment.

sion of the export and import mar-
kets of the Islamic Republic of Iran
are among the main agendas of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the
Deputy for Economic Diplomacy to
realize the desire goals.

As the apparatus of foreign policy
and regulating relations with other
countries of the world, the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs makes efforts to
materialize the goals of the estab-
lishment in line with domestic de-
velopment and supply of economic
needs and facilitator of relations in
the following areas:

» To expand further areas and sec-
tors of exports

» To help supply the basic neces-
sities of the country

*To help simplify and facilitate
customs relations with neigh-
boring countries

*To expand transportation and
transit networks and routs for
the development of the coun-
try’s exports

* To draw foreign capital and in-
vestment

* To attract Iranian expatriates to
invest in their homeland

°To facilitate the transfer of
knowledge and new technolo-
gies to the country

*To help attract foreign tourists
and facilitate their travel

*To help export technical and
engineering services especially
by the knowledge-based compa-
nies

* To attract international students
to Iranian universities

The efforts of the e
Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in the past
year to help realize &
an effective economic '

diplomacy  cam- =
paign and en-
hance

foreign x
economic rela-
tions in view of

the challenges - -
e

and problems caused by the cruel
and illegal US sanctions, have led
to the further expansion of trade
and economic relations with oth-
er countries of the world and has
turned the Islamic Republic of Iran
as a mere importer of merchandise
and single-commodity (crude oil)
exporter into a country that now
exports diverse products particu-
larly knowledge-based commod-
ities and technological and engi-
neering services. It is noteworthy
to mention that the value of Iran’s
foreign trade increased by 10 per-
cent in last Iranian year (ended 20
March 2023) and reached about 60
billiondollars.

The cooperation of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs with the Ministry
of Petroleum and, as a result, the
increase in the sale of crude oil and
petroleum and petrochemical prod-
ucts, which is at the top of sanc-
tions list of the United States, signi-
fies the failure of the so-called US
maximum pressure campaign and
its comprehensive, cruel and inhu-
man regime of sanctions. In this
regard, the increase in sale
of oil by 190 million
barrels in last Ira-
nian year (ended
20 March 2023) (
compared to the
previous year,
and the export of
27 million tons
of pet-




Affairs are testimony to the special
attention of the 13th government to
this important issue. Based on this
fact, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
will continue to use all its power
and capabilities for the implemen-
tation of economic diplomacy in or-
der to achieve the goals instructed
by senior authorities.

The main foundation of the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs in the field
of economic diplomacy is built on
strengthening the country’s eco-
nomic resilience against sanctions;
therefore, neutralizing and con-
fronting the United States sanctions
policy have been on the agenda of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs since
the beginning and is still being fol-
lowed up earnestly by economic
diplomats of the ministry. Pursuing
political and economic diploma-
cy by the Islamic Republic of Iran
in order to counter and nullify the
tool of sanctions in the hands of the
United States as well as to support
multilateralism and promote and
encourage countries to develop
barter trade and use national cur-
rencies instead of the US dollar in
their international trade transac-
tions-which has thus far resulted
in a 40-percent decline in interna-
tional trade dependence on US dol-
lar-and the policy of complete elim-
ination of the US dollar from mutual
trade among some countries- are a
few examples of the success of the
diplomatic apparatus of the Islamic

Republic of Iran in the internation-
al system and demonstrate the high
status and role of our country as a
pioneer in confronting the illegal
and oppressive US sanctions and
reforming the approach of other
countries in this respect.

The approach of some countries
including China, Russia and oth-
er regional countries in refusing
to comply with the US sanctions
policies against Iran and support-
ing political and diplomatic ne-
gotiations for removing sanctions
against Iran, and at the same time,
the maximum resilience policy of
the Islamic Republic of Iran and
adoption of new policies and pro-
grams to neutralize the sanctions
are proof of the failure of the US
sanctions policy and creation of
gap among the Western bloc to fol-
low US sanctions. The recent report
of the research center of the US
Congress which certifies the inef-
fectiveness of sanctions policies in
some cases, is another proof of the
success of Iran’s foreign policy.

The transformational and strate-
gicview of President Raisi concern-
ing the necessity of improving re-
lations with neighboring countries
as the first priority, and developing
relations with the Middle East and
wider Asian and African and Latin
emphasize
the importance of this issue for the
high authorities of the establish-
ment. Diversification and expan-

American countries,
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Economic diplomacy
and its achievements

Economic accomplishments of the MFA
in the Year of “Inflation Control and

Growth in Production”

Naming the Iranian “Year 1402” (began March 23, 2023) after “Infla-
tion Control and Growth in Production” by the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution indicates that the element of economy remains the highest
policy and agenda of the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran
which is going to be promoted and realized under a strong economic
diplomacy at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

aming the Iranian “Year 1402”

(began March 23, 2023) after
“Inflation Control and Growth in
Production” by the Leader of the Is-
lamic Revolution indicates that the
element of economy remains the
highest policy and agenda of the
government of the Islamic Republic
of Iran which is going to be promot-
ed and realized under a strong eco-
nomic diplomacy at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.

All programs, capacities and fa-
cilities of the country should serve
to curb inflation and increase pro-
duction. Undoubtedly, economic
diplomacy provides one of the main
pillars for the materialization of

this important task.

The repeated emphasis of the
Leader and President of the Islamic
Republic of Iran on the necessity of
realizing economic diplomacy sig-
nifies the importance of economic
diplomacy in the foreign policy of
the Islamic Republic of Iran. The
remarks by the Minister of Foreign
Affairs that economic diplomacy
and international trade will form
the basis of 40 percent of the for-
eign policy programs of the incum-
bent government in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, and his emphasis
that the position of the Deputy for
Economic Diplomacy will be pro-
moted in the Ministry of Foreign



expand their business with Iran.

This issue of the Diplomat has
been specially dedicated to our
friend, brother and neighbor, the Is-
lamic Republic of Pakistan. The fra-
ternity between the two nations of
Iran and Pakistan is deeply rooted in
our connected history and joint cul-
ture the extent of which is long and
exquisite as the collections of Igbal
Lahori, the great Persian-speaking
Pakistani poet whose famous poetry
verses | have use in this piece in or-
der to show the depth of friendship
and bond between the two govern-
ments of Iran and Pakistan.

Allameh Igbal Lahori can be de-
scribed as the narrator of the com-
mon feeling of the people of Iran and
Pakistan; as a man who devoted his
heart to the depth of the Persian lit-
erature and mysticism; who finds the
loftiness and elevation of Muslims in
unity, brotherhood and return to self.
The Oriental spirit of Igbal is seeking
independence—an  independence
which emanates from the sublime
Islamic wisdom, thought and mysti-
cism and guides Muslims to confront
colonialism and rootles transregional
occupiers. As Igbal says:

The whole Orient is like dust on the road,
A silent moan and the effect is lost.
Every particle of this soil is tied,
Andwill arise from India,
Samarkand, Iraq and Hamedan
Awaken from the deep, deep and
deep sleep

Tehran and Islamabad have been
perfect and reliable neighbors for
a long time. The borders of the two
countries have been always the lines
of friendship and brotherhood in the
light of a broad and generous per-
spective for dialogue and settlement
of a few unsolicited incidents. The Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, based on the
policy of good neighborliness and
the special priority it attaches to the
consolidation and development of
relations with its neighbors, is keen
on upgrading the relations with Pa-

kistan to new and unique horizons.
There appears to be no impediment
to accelerate the process of pro-
gressing and improving relations
between Tehran and Islamabad. Iran
was the first country to recognize
the independence of Pakistan, and
on the other hand, Pakistan was the
first country to recognize the Islamic
Revolution of Iran.

The Persian language as one of
the cultural links between the two
nations of Iran and Pakistan plays
an important role in unifying the two
nations, as far as Igbal Lahori says in
one of his poems that:

I am a Persian from refinement of
my thought,

It is entangled in the nature of my
thought.

Sustainable security is in fact the
root of development and is tied to
the elimination of disorder and
emergence of prosperity and wel-
fare. Based on this fact, we share the
same overwhelming consensus with
our Pakistani brothers to reach an
indigenous security arrangement
with reliance on the capacities and
facilities of the countries in the re-
gion, which will bring satisfaction
to all. In this issue of the Diplomat,
luminaries and dignitaries from Pa-
kistan and Iran have written about
the cultural, political and economic
capacities of both countries, which
mirror existing facts and capaci-
ties.

The Karoon River and Indus
River aswell as poets like Hafez
and Igbal Lahori are very in-
structive and generous. Man
can be filled and enriched from
all these blessings and we want
the bond of love, friendship and
brotherhood between the two na-
tions of Iran and Pakistan to
be cemented more
than ever.
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We will also

get acquainted
with the struc-
ture and activ-
ities of the MFA
Department for
Economic Di-
plomacy in a
writing by His
Excellency Dr.
Mehdi Safari,
the Deputy For-
eign Minister
for Economic
Diplomacy.
His writing
provides useful
information
and opens the
way for eco-
nomic activists
and entrepre-
neurs seeking
to expand their
business with
Iran.

Oh! The Persian youth,
swear upon the soul of
mine, that of you

t is a great pleasure that the Diplo-

mat--as ayoung and new journal of
Iran’s diplomatic developments--is
establishing a closer relationship
gradually with its readers and now
its third issue is in your hands. It,
indeed, gives me and my colleagues
in the Diplomat a tremendous sat-
isfaction to sense your kindness,
support, criticism and suggestions
about the previous two issues; and,
this reflects the efforts and success of
my colleagues to capture your careful
attention to the Diplomat. I hope you
will continue to help us improve the
quality of our journal.

In the third issue of the Diplomat,
you will read first-hand accounts of
important foreign policy develop-
ments of the Islamic Republic of Iran
during the first quarter of 2023. We
review some aspects of the important
and historic visit of President Raisi to
China; and, we will present you with

In the third issue of the Diplomat, you will read first-hand accounts
of important foreign policy developments of the Islamic Republic of
Iran during the first quarter of 2023. We review some aspects of the
important and historic visit of President Raisi to China; and, we will
present you with the achievements and the messages this official visit
carried for the region and the world. Furthermore, we will recall the
visit by Foreign Minister H.E. Dr. Amir-Abdollahian to Geneva and his
statement to the United Nations Human Rights Council.

the achievements and the messages
this official visit carried for the re-
gion and the world. Furthermore, we
will recall the visit by Foreign Minis-
ter H.E. Dr. Amir-Abdollahian to Ge-
neva and his statement to the United
Nations Human Rights Council.

In the first few pages, we will fol-
low the chronology of events in the
foreign policy sector so as to review
what bilateral, multilateral and in-
ternational events and actions have
taken place in the Islamic Republic
of Iran since the second issue of the
Diplomat came out.

Wewill also get acquainted with the
structure and activities of the MFA
Department for Economic Diplomacy
in awriting by His Excellency Dr. Me-
hdi Safari, the Deputy Foreign Min-
ister for Economic Diplomacy. His
writing provides useful information
and opens the way for economic ac-
tivists and entrepreneurs seeking to
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